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Every local fire insurance agent in 
Ohio should join the Agents’ Association 
formed at Columbus last week. He 
cannot but derive personal benefit from 
it as well as advance the interests of the | 
companies he represents. If the platform | 
as laid down at the meeting is carried 
out, the association will be a boon to the 
insurance business in Ohio. There is 
only one thing the agents should guard 
against: they should not attempt to 
interfere in matters which belong to 
the companies alone. There are prob- 
ably a few agents who think running a | 
company is fun and that its future is 
properly placed at the disposition of its 
local agents. Such a man should not 
waste his valuable time in the agency 
business—he would be a far greater suc- 
cess as a manager or stockholder. 


The question as to the advisability of 
full reserve annual cash surrender values 
and annual dividends combined in the 
same policy is one that has been dis- 
cussed pro and con a great many times. 
Most agents are familiar with the argu- 
ments used on both sides, and are pretty 
nearly all in favor of the feature, them- 
selves. It is the companies that are 
reluctant about adopting it. It might be 
said that what companies have adopted 
the plan, or anything approaching it, 
have invariably done so at the urgent 
request and suggestions of their agents 
in the field, who have felt its great need 
to them in competition with other more | 
liberal companies. This popular demand | 
has caused nearly all the companies to 
make some kind of provision for meeting 
it, but since the movement started there 
has really been very little progress along 
the lines of true cash valueism. With 
the notable exceptions of the Penn | 
Mutual, Northwestern and maybe one 
or two others, the new ‘cash value” 
policies put out by the various converts 
to the system are but little if any ahead 
of the old forms. The true principle of 
cash valueism is equity to each policy- 
holder as based on the theory that each 
policy stands on its own bottom. If we 
were to consider the assessment system, 
where everybody depends on somebody 
else there might be some reason in the 
theories claimed to be held by the non- 
cash value companies; but if the legal 
reserve system is correct, which they 
would be the last to deny, it is hard to | 











see what real ground they have for their 
position. The fact that some policy 
holders are better off without a cash 
value, as they might be tempted to lapse 
their policies for it, should not be any 
concern of the companies or be taken 
into consideration in the scientific reckon- 
ing of a reserve table. There is no more 
sense or justice in withholding the re- 
serve or any part of it ona lapsed policy 
than there is in a landlord keeping back 
the rent paid in advance of a tenant who 
moves out before his time is up. Paid up 
insurance should not be forced on a man 
any more than the landlord should, be- 
cause he had the man's money in his 
pocket and happened to own a grocery, 
compel the tenant to trade out the 
amount in his store. In either case the 
man simply deposited the money so that 
when the time came his obligations would 
surely be met. The old and threadbare 
argument that the healthy lives drop 
out and the undesirable ones stay in, has 
been shown by the experience of cash 
value companies to be fallacious. The 
only other arguments of the opponents 
of the system worth mentioning, that a 
cash value provision makes the company 
liable and subject to a sight draft to the 
full extent of its reserve in times of 
panic, has also in the last four years, 
proved to be entirely without foundation. 
This leaves the non-cash value com- 
panies without a single plank upon 
which to rest their case. The idea that 
it is a good plan for a man to be unable 
to get his money whenever he wants it, 
which might make him want it when it 
really was for his best interests or those 
of his family to be unable to get it, is 
outside the scope of life insurance and 
cannot be considered as a business prop- 
osition. No company or corporation 
has the right to keep money from a man 
on any such pretense as that. But there 
is still another point to be considered in 
this connection, which probably has not 
received much attention. The rumors 
circulating that wreckers are trying to 
get control of several companies in the 
east, makes the observation timely. It 
is a well-known fact that in all cases so 
far as known when a man or “gang” 
with dishonest motives tries to secure 
control of a life insurance company, the 
company with annual dividends and hav- 
ing all its reserve guaranteed to the 
policy holders in cash, is never ap- 
proached. We have all heard that Presi- 
dent Hyde was offered six millions of 
dollars a few years ago for $51,000 worth 
of the Equitable’s stock. Rather a big 
price, one would think, but if he had not 
been a man of integrity he might have 
sold out and allowed the wreckers to 
play ducks and drakes with the thirty- 
five million surplus and one hundred 
and fifty million reserve. If the Equit- 
able had paid annual dividends and 
guaranteed full reserve cash values and 
the wreckers had secured control, the 
policy holders would be placed in a posi- 
tion to get out with a small loss, but as it 
was they would simply have been at 


| 


3 
their mercy. So long as the manage- 
ment is honest a tontine company can 


go along and gratify the taste for gam- 
bling inborn in all Americans, and in- 
cidentally accomplish its mission of pro- 
viding insurance, but the disadvantages 
of the system are so many and great, 
and the offsetting benefits so immaterial, 
that it is doubtful if anyone, in any kind 
of a position, can afford to invest in a 
contract of the kind it provides for. 


The revival of the rumor that Hon. 
William M. Hahn, ex-Insurance Super- 
intendent and member of the firm of 
Squire, Hahn & App, will secure the 
position of Marshall for the District of 
Columbia under the new administration, 
thereby leaving an active vacancy in the 
Cleveland firm, gives rise to the sug- 
gestion that Attorney-General Monett or 
his assistant Mr. Lott, may be preparing 
themselves to fill the vacancy when it 
occurs. It is easy to see where Messrs. 
Hahn, Fletcher and Richards were amply 
compensated for their work in the inter- 
ests of the Lloyds, but it is not so easy 
to determine ‘what there is in it’’ for the 


| other gentlemen named. 


We notice with regret the growing 
tendency of the large companies to 
accept, and heavy property holders to 
offer, full lines or large parts of them, to 
be carried in one policy. The property 
holder takes this course to save himself 
the annoyance of handling a large num- 
ber of small policies, and of dealing with 
a number of agents instead of one. The 
company takes it out of its reserve for 
premiums and volume. If the risk is a 
good one frequently it does not reinsure 
to the extent it should. The property 
owner, in his own interests, should con- 
sider this and avoid large policies. Our 
stand is taken because we do not favor 
having the fire insurance business con- 
trolled by a small number of large com- 
panies; we would rather prefer a large 
number of middle-sized companies to 
have the whip-hand if there is to be 
any. The argument that the large com- 
panies can do the business so mueh 


| cheaper on account of systematizing and 


| if there is any opportunity. 


cutting down the expense should not 
prevail. When any business gets so 
run down that it can only be conducted 
without loss by a combination and a re- 
duction of the expense below a fair and 
living ratio, it is time to have a reorgan- 
ization of that business. No country 
can prosper with its enterprises con- 
ducted on that basis. We must have a 
free and liberal exchange, so that the 
middleman, who makes up the best part 
of the population, can be enabled to 
maintain his position. An insurer is 
better off without large policies. Some 
companies, while fully responsible for 
every dollar of their obligations, are 
disposed to quibble over immaterial 
matters in a large loss settlement, and to 
try to force some kind of a compromise 
All com- 


‘panies do not do it, but many of them 





+ 





will pay a small loss much more liberally | 
than one involving a large amount of | 
money. When one of these strikes a | 
$50,000 or $75,000 loss, if any do carry 
such large policies un-reinsured, the loss 
is such a serious one that there is un- 
doubtedly more quibbling and turning 
for loop-holes by which to escape, even 
technically, than there would be under 
a small-sized policy. Let the property- 
owner distribute his patronage and let 
the insurance companies live and let 
live. 


We think it is the /vsurance Post 
that makes the assertion to the effect 
that Presidents McCurdy and Hyde, of 
the Mutual and Equitable, respectively, 
have no use for insurance journals. 
Whether they have or not, it is really a 
fact that big companies like the Equita- | 
ble, New York and Mutual have passed | 
beyond the point where the insurance | 
press can be of much service to them. 
They would doubtless, without any re- | 
flections on the press, be better off if 
there were no insurance papers. The | 
press is the great equalizer in everything. 
As a rule, it advocates the organization 
of new companies, and is always ready 
to advance the interests of the deserving 
ones by any legitimate means. The big | 
companies having reached the top round, 
have attained everything they have been | 
striving for and may be said to be sim- 
ply holding their own, as far as their po- 
sition to the small company is concerned. 
They could undoubtedly do this some- 
what easier if the assistance of the press 
were not available to their smaller and 
younger rivals. And yet,in view that | 
the insurance journals are a fixture and 
a necessity to the business, the big com- 
panies, while deriving no particular ben- 
efit from them, are still compelled to use 
their advertising columns or place them- 
selves in a position to be in a measure 
forestalled by some progressive smaller 
competitor. It is only where the big 
company adds a new feature or makes a | 
new departure, that it gets real returns 
for its investment in insurance journal 
advertising. As far as its name and 
fame are concerned, they are too well 
known already to be enhanced to any 
extent by it. It is really the younger 
and smaller companies that receive the 
most benefit from advertising, and sing- 
ularly enough, those who do the least of it. 








There is now a contest going on over 
in Indiana that is really of considerable 
importance. There is a company at 
Indianapolis that, by the force of cir- 
cumstances is organized under the assess- 
ment law, and yet voluntarily operates 
as a legal reserve company and accumu- 
lates a four per cent reserve on all its 
policies. It writes more new business in 
Indiana than any other company and 
apparently has incurred the opposition 
of about all the old line men in the state. 
We understand the peculiar insurance 
law of Indiana does not permit the 
organization of any company under the | 
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legal reserve provision, except as a stock 
company, and the State Life’s plans, for 
the State Life is the company referred to, 
are all on the mutual principle. There- 
fore, in order to remove the only objec- 
tion to the company, its management 
have caused to be introduced in the state 
legislature a bill providing among other 
things that a company, by depositing 
the legal reserve with the state, may 
issue and sell guaranteed policies the 
same as any regular reserve company. 
Its enemies, seeing an opportunity to 
checkmate the company, are doing all in 
their power to prevent the passage of the 
bill. As the state of Indiana has no pro- 
vision for a purely mutual legal reserve 
company, it would seem that either a bill 
arranging for this should be passed or 
that the State Life bill should be allowed 
to become a law. Asis known, the chief 
objection to the State Life is its feature 
of a preferred class of policy-holders. It 
is stated that this feature is in violation 
of the mutual principle. It is an open 
question whether it is or not. The 
management is allowed a certain amount 
for expenses. The officers feel that they 
can spend some of this money to advan- 
tage by giving a part of it to prominent 
policy-holders to boom the company. It 
is in the nature of an advertising invest- 
ment. It would seem that as long as 
they confine this expenditure to the 
expense fund, which they are probably 
entitled to use in any way they see fit, 
they are fully within the law. 

An investigation of the proposed at- 
tempt of Patterson & Murphy, the 
Dayton attorneys, to show that insur- 
ance companies are operating in Ohio in 
violation of the O'Neil law reveals that 
it is nothing more than a move by these 
attorneys made with a view to threaten 
the companies and try to scare them into 
settling the suit brought at the instance 
of the Dayton Auxiliary Fire Alarm 
Company. As stated in the last issue 
the suit of the Alarm Company against 
the companies in the Dayton board, is 
for alleged breach of contract and con- 
sequent loss by reason of the board hav- 
ing agreed to reduce rates on all plants 
equipped with the alarm, which it did for 
a time, but afterwards raised them. The 


Alarm Company wants $30,000 damages, , 


but it has never been able to get the suit 
tried because the court held that foreign 
companies could not be sued in Ohio on 
any other ground than for the payment 
of a claim under a policy on property in 
the state. 





The synopsis ot the writ of mandamus 
of the Lloyds, to compel Commissioner 
Matthews to relicense them, given else- 
where in this issue, may well be termed 
a weak presentation of a weak case. 
There is absolutely nothing new in the 
petition and the only apparent grounds 
for the action are the decisions of ex-At- 
torney-General Richards, present Attor- 
ney-General Monnett, and ex-Insurance 
Superintendent William M. Hahn, the 





acts of whom in this case have been con- 
demned by press and public as manifestly 
unfair and beyond the bounds of their 
authority. This trio of public officials 
have certainly laid themselves open to 
great criticism by the course they have 





ested in the destinies of the assets of the 
notorious and defunct Columbian Fire 
Insurance Company of Louisville, may 
be pleased to learn that a few days ago 
Judge Field, who has had the case in 
charge, made a distribution of a part of 
the assets to that class of creditors who 
really have the only legitimate claim— 
the lawyers. Col. Ray, the receiver, was 
allowed $8.000, Attorney George W. 
Smith, $15,000, O'Neal, Phelps, Pricer 


& Seligman, $5,500, and Grubbs & 
Morancy, $4,000. The legal talent is 


flocking about the remains like vultures 
about their prey, and anyone so unfor- 
tunate as to have a claim against the 
company may as well surrender their 
interests to the lawyers at once and 
save “‘weary waiting.” 


One of the most pleasing episodes of 
the past week was the general celebra- 
tion of the insurance fraternity and his 
other friends of the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary in the business of Fred. Rauh, 
the well-known local fire agent of Cin- 
cinnati. At the opening of the board 
rooms, at the Cincinnati Club, at his 
office, and on the street in general the 
celebration was the one topic of the day. 
It seemed to put everybody in good 
humor too. This public honoring of a 
man on account of his long and con- 
scientious work, is one of the pleasant 
things of life. The business cares are 
allowed to relax fora time, and memory, 
that softener of the heart and mind, is 
allowed to wander amid the realms of 
fond recollections and pleasant doings 
of the past. To the old man, the occasion 
comes as a bright reminder of the days 
when we were “boys together;” and to 


the young, a chance to pay homage 
to one whom he feels he cannot do 


better than follow in his footsteps. Not 
only the local agents of Cincinnati par- 
ticipated in the rejoicings, but managers 
from Chicago, and special agents from 
out in the state, managed to slip away 
from their duties for a day and take part 
in the festivities. Among those who 
were present at the entertainment at the 
Cincinnati Club were: Charles H. Barry, 
John G. Wetzel, Eugene Cary, Walter 
H. Sage, I. S. Blackwelder, Fred. S. 
Brooks, J. P. Singleton, R. W. Hosmer, 
J. M. Neuburger, Adolph Loeb, Lewis 
J. Bonar, H. M. Magill, and E. B. Tidd. 


At the February 19 meeting of the 
Dayton local board, Capt. John N. Bell, 
agent of the North British and Mercan- 
tile and other companies, was expelled 
from membership and find $175 on seven 
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charges of rate cutting at $25 each. No 
less than 25 or 30 cases were available, 
but only seven were officially dealt with. 
Capt. Bell was the secretary of the old 
Ohjo Insurance Company, and the pres- 
ent denouement is the result of a war 
which has been going on between Mr. 
Bell’s agency and the Columbia Insur- 
ance Company ever since the Ohio’s 
reinsurance. The result arrived at at 
the board meeting is only what has been 
expected by knowing ones for some 
time back. Time and again, it is said, 
has the board condoned the irregularity 


of the Bell agency, under promise of 


Mr. Bell to stop his illegal practices, and 
the final action has also been delayed in 
the hope that Manager Littlejohn would 
come to Dayton, as he promised, and 
make a satisfactory arrangement; but it 
is said the promises of both Mr. Bell and 
Manager Littlejohn have not been kept, 
and it was felt at the meeting that the 
only way to clear up the atmosphere was 
to take radical action by a summary dis- 
missal. 


The affair may be traced directly to 
the time when the North British rein- 
sured the Ohio. At that time Mr. 
Weckel, the city solicitor for the Ohio, 
instead of continuing with the North 
British, went over to the Columbia, tak- 
ing with him all his old expirations. To 
go further back, previous to Mr. Weck- 
el’s connection with the Ohio, Mr. 
Gunckel acted for 30 years as the city 
agent of the company and built up most 
of its business. When he got too old to 
do the work Mr. Weckel was employed 
to deliver the policies and solicit new 
business, and in this way he acquired his 
acquaintance and constituency. When 
he went with the Columbia he at once 
began to transfer as much of the rein- 
sured business into the Columbia as pos- 
sible, and in this he was very successful. 
As an instance it is stated that out of a 
batch of 67 policies, Mr. Bell retained 
less than 15 of them for the North Brit- 
ish. After this had been going on a short 
time a written agreement was entered 
into between the Bell agency and the 
Columbia by which Mr. Weckel was only 
to solicit that business which he had se- 
cured himself, and that the old business 
of the Ohio, put on by Mr. Gunckel and 
others, was to be let strictly alone. Dis- 
putes constantly arose under this ar- 
rangement, and it was claimed that the 
Bell agency continually cut the rate in 
competition with Mr. Weckel; on the 
other hand it is proper to state that the 
Bell agency charges Mr. Weckel with 
bad faith in trying to transfer regular 
Ohio business. At any rate, a few 
months ago Mr. Bell repudiated the con- 
tract with the Columbia and started in 
to hold the entire business at any neces- 
sary rate. 


So long as this competition was con- 
fined to the Columbia and Mr. Weckel, 
the board took no action, but soon com- 
plaints began to come in that Mr. Bell 
was not only cutting Columbia business 


but that of the other companies and 
agents as well. It is said that every pos- 
sible thing was done by the local board 
and agents personally to induce Mr. Bell 
to stand up for correct practices, and 
that he made repeated promises to that 
effect, which, however, were never kept. 
The fight was principally between his 
city solicitor, Mr. W. A. Hoskins, who 
was chiefly engaged in holding the re- 
insured business, and Mr. Weckel who 
was by his personal influence and the 
argument that he was only transferring 
policy holders to another home company, 
trying to get it for the Columbia; and 
each side backed up these solicitors in 
everything they did. Thus it can be 
seen that they are very important factors 
in the fight. If the board’s action was 
just, and it was taken by an almost 
unanimous vote of the other Dayton 
agents, Mr. Bell has been guilty of a 
large amount of irregular work. That it 
is out of the ordinary is evidenced by the 
fact that never before, in the Dayton 
board, with all its troubles, has an agent 
been summarily dismissed as has been 
done in this case. 


What action the North British and 
Mercantile will take is the all-absorbing 
question. If the company stands by 
Capt. Bell in the fight, it will mean a 
widening of the already large breach in 
the breast works of the board. With 
the agents already out, this would make 
quite a strong contingent of non-board- 
ers. It is looked upon as extremely un- 
likely that the North British will con- 
sent to be represented in a non-board 
agency, though its heavy interests in 
Dayton may compel it to do more for 
Capt. Bell than other agents. The most 
plausible theory of solution would be 
for Manager Littlejohn to come to Day- 
ton and arrange to reinstate his agent in 
the board, giving his personal assurance 
that no rates of any kind would be cut. 
Even then some of the agents would be 
reluctant to readmit the Bell agency. 
Mr. Littlejohn may justify his company 
being represented outside the board by 
the instance of the German-American, 
Springfield and London and Lancashire 
also being out, but it is not believed that 
he would care to establish the precedent. 
It is generally expected that he will come 
to Dayton soon, and patch up some kind 
of a peace. 


At the same meeting of the Dayton 
board at which Capt. Bell was expelled, 
S. L. Laymon, representing the German 
of Freeport, was fined $25 for rate cut- 
ting, and it is believed that he also will 
soon be outside the fold. Certain it is 
that Dayton should receive immediate 
attention, as the situation there, while 
not now exactly critical, is a constant 
menace to harmony, and a disruption is 
one of the open possibilities any day. 


The latest in regard to Dayton is that 
several managers are considering the ad- 

| visibilily of trying to force through a 
| measure at the St. Louis meeting making 





it, as far as preferred business is con- 
cerned, an excepted city. The fact is, 
if the truth were known, there would be 
very few companies other than the locals 
that could show $100 worth of dwelling 
business for last or any year. While 
their agents undoubtedly get some pre- 


| ferred business, very little of it is under- 


stood to reach their regular companies. 
The locals pay 25 and 30 per cent brok- 
erage on dwellings, and about everything 


| in Dayton of that class invariably finds 


its way to the books of the local com- 
panies. There are very few agents that 
will rob their pocket books to the extent 
of ten or fifteen per cent, to oblige their 
companies. Even if the Union was to 
advance commissions on dwellings it is 
doubtful if the outside companies would 
gain very much by it. As a matter of 
fact the people of Dayton are partial to 
home companies, and many of them are 
personally interested in the companies 
for one cause or another. It is really 
only reasonable and right that the locals 
should have the pick of the Dayton bus- 
iness, and with their facilities, they will 
doubtless continue to hold it. 


Patterson & Murphy, when seen by 
THE OHIO UNDERWRITER, produced a 
copy of the letter of notification to 
Craighead & Craighead, attorneys for the 
defendants in the Alarm Company case, 
and which is here reproduced. It 
dated February 6. 

In the case of the Dayton Auxiliary Alarm 
Company vs. W. R. S. Ayers, our clients have 
concluded that inasmuch as the foreign com- 
panies represented by you and other attor- 
neys have no disposition to appear in court, 
and that they are and have been doing busi- 
ness in Ohio in violation of the O’Neil law 
we will proceed against them before the 
proper tribunal for the violation of said law. 
We think it duly proper to notify you a few 
days in advance 

As the law does not say that local 


is 


| agents shall not combine together for 


correct principles and mutual benefit, 
and as it is understood that the chief 


| evidence to be produced will be that 


| agents enforce rates and fine or expel 
| those members who do not live up to 


them, it is hard to see how the case can 


| be prosecuted with any chance of suc- 


cess. Patterson & Murphy, it is said, 
hope to bind the companies from the 
fact that they say they can prove that the 


| companies allow their agents to charge 


up board expenses, but if this is illegal, 


| companies might also be prosecuted for 


| what will be done. 


paying postage or any other incidental 
expenses of an agency. The attorneys 
say they are now in correspondence with 
the attorney general, and that they will 
be in a position to say in a few days 
While the suit, if 
brought, will undoubtedly put the com- 
panies to some annoyance and expense, 
it would be an unfair judge that would 
construe the Ohio law against the vari- 
ous local boards as they are now oper- 
ated by the agents themselves. 


The German Alliance Insurance As- 
sociation, composed of the German 
Alliance Insurance Company, which has 
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just entered Ohio, and the German- 
American of New York, is placing 
agencies in Ohio, and they will of course 
be entirely independent of those of the 
German-American. The western de- 
partment will be in charge of Eugene 
Cary of Chicago, and the Ohio field of 
Walter H. Sage, of Columbus. Under 
the phenomenally successful manage- 
ment which has characterized the Ger- 
man-Aimerican in the past few years, the 
German Alliance Association starts out 
with its success assured. Stronger as it 
is even than the German-American, Mr. 
Sage will have no trouble in securing 
good berths for the young giant. With 
two companies in tow, however, he is 
going to be busy, but there is no doubt 
he will be equal to the task. At a recent 
meeting in Chicago, of the German- 
American specials in the western depart- 
ment, an investigation developed that 
Mr. Sage’s territory had experienced a 
lower loss ratio in 1896 than any other 
field man. He promised, however, that 
it would not happen again, and he was 
allowed to go without molestation after 
receiving the congratulations of the 
party. 


In view that Covington and Newport 
have now been made excepted cities, a 
question has arisen as to whether agents 
in the two over-the-river counties have a 
right to excess commissions on whisky 
business out in Kentucky, written in 
their offices. Under Union rules no 
more than fifteen per cent can be paid 
on this business and companies doing 
so are violating their agreements. Not- 
withstanding, however, it is now an easy 
matter to get 20 per cent brokerage on 
this business in Covington, and if the 
Union companies do not allow the excess, 
it is safe to say they will get very little 
state whisky business from Covington or 
Cincinnati agents. The companies are 
rather in a dilemma on this point. 


The increase of the Ohio premiums in 
1896 over those of 1895, of the foreign 
companies as a class, to which this de- 
partment called attention in the last 
issue, is doubtless accounted for by 
reason of the large increases in lines of 
many foreign companies. The advance 
had been so stealthy that very few have 
noticed the extent to which it has gone. 
The Imperial is perhaps the only one 
which has been particularly noted, and 
very few expected that it would show 
the increase it has. The American 
companies will have to advance their 
picket lines also if they wish to fully 
maintain their high position. 


THEIR FIRST ANNUAL. 

The Ohio Association of Local Fire 
Agents Successfully Completes 
Organization. 

The organization and first annual meet- 
ing of the Ohio Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents was held as scheduled 
at the Neil House, Columbus, on the 
25th inst. Some twenty-five or thirty 
agents were present from all parts of the 
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state, the only city of any size not re- 
presented being Cincinnati. The meet- 
ing may be considered a success in every 
way. It was characterized by modera- 
tion and conservatism, and the agents 
left in the evening well pleased with the 
work already acheived. There seems to 
have been a feeling among many agents 
that the association was being formed 
principally to protect agents as against 
their companies, but nothing could be 
more unfounded. The objects of the 
association, as stated in the meeting, was 
rather to be an assistance to the com- 
panies and the business in general, and 
it was recognized throughout the pro- 
ceedings that the interests of agents and 
companies were nearly always the same. 
The question came up as to just what 
the objects really were, and all were 
agreed that the agents, as employes of 
the companies they represent, had no 
right to attempt to dictate in any way as 





Cc. W. BRYSON, 
Secretary Ohio Association of Local 
Fire Insurance Agents. 


to how the companies’ business should 
be run. The only companies with which 
the association may take issue are those 
not believers in the agency system, 
which try to do business through brokers 
or direct with the assured. Of course 
any bad practices in vogue among either 
companies or agents, which might be 
considered as within the jurisdiction of 
an agent, will receive attention, but the 
general policy will be to utilize the great 
influence of the local agents for the ad- 
vancement of the business. The objects 
of the association, as stated in the con- 


| stitution, were treated in such a way 


that almost any reform or work which 
the agents might wish to undertake, 
could be handled if a majority of the 
members so desired. Some of the work 
which will be taken up after the associa- 
tion is in a position to do so, will prob- 
ably be, first, to wield the influence of the 
members in their representations in the 


| legislature to discourage unfair and ad- 


. 





verse legislation; to correct the over- 
head writing evil; to prevent as far as 
possible, the rebating of commissions; 
to prevent the abuse of the multiple 
agency system and do any other work 
that it may find to do. 

The meeting opened at ten o'clock, and 
a temporary organization was formed by 
the election of Merwin Jackson of Toledo, 
chairman, and C. A. Leech of Uhrichs- 
ville, secretary. Both of these gentlemen 
did their work in a very satisfactory man- 
ner indeed. The meeting was to deter- 
mine whether it was advisable to organ- 
ize an Ohio association, and it was the 
unanimous sense of those present that 
the organization should be proceeded 
with. All the agents showed great in- 
terest in the movement and nearly all 
took part in the various discussions. It 
was made plain that the association should 
not be used by agents with personal 
grievances against companies or agents, 
but should only treat of general matters 
affecting the business in Ohio. Thomas 
H. Geer, of Cleveland, made an interest- 
ing talk and as an illustration of the di- 
versity of good that might be accom- 
plished, quoted the experience of the 
Cleveland local board, which had suc- 
ceeded in handling the protests of prop- 
perty owners for a decrease in rates by 
taking the Board of Trade into its con- 
fidence and showing by the records that 
the business already was being run on as 
close a margin as possible. He said he 
was one of a committee that met a sim- 
ilar committee from the chamber, and 
that they had no difficulty in showing 
that the fixing of rates lay entirely with 
the property owners themselves. He 
said he believed that if the proposed as- 
sociation would but succeed in the one 
object of getting the legislature to estab- 
lish a state fire marshal bureau, by which 
the origin of all fires would be investi- 
gated, it might retire then and there from 
its existence, on its laurels. 

Mr. Hoag, of Toledo, stated that it 
would be well to know right there if the 
agents in the association proposed to do 
anything by which an attempt would be 


| made to dictate to the companies as to 


how they should run their business, what 
commissions they should pay, etc., and 
every one seemed to agree with him that 
this was out of the province of an agents’ 
association. He thought the spirit in 
which the work should be carried on, 
while primarily for the advantage of the 
members, should be one of friendly help- 
fulness to the companies. After much 
talk along these lines, a committee, of 
which Mr. Jackson was chairman, was 
appointed to draft a constitution and by- 
laws and submit it at the afternoon meet- 
ing. This was done, and the articles and 
sections decided upon appear elsewhere 
in this issue. The election of officers re- 
sulted in the following: President, Mer- 
win Jackson, Toledo; Ist Vice-President, 
A. W. Neale, Cleveland; 2nd Vice-Presi- 
dent, F. C. McElroy, Columbus; Secre- 
tary, C. W. Bryson, Columbus; Treas- 
urer, W. J. Eilber, Columbus; Executive 
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Committee, Thomas H. Geer, chairman, 
Cleveland. The other members of the 
executive committee so far as they have 
been decided on are F. C. McElroy and 
Charles E. Bedwell, Columbus; A. W. 
Neale and H. M. Brooks, Cleveland; J. 
S. Kountz and F. H. Dodge, Toledo. 
There will also be two representatives 
from Cincinnati, one from Dayton and 
one from Akron, who have not been 
named. This executive committee of 
eleven men will really have almost abso- 
lute control. and it is desired that the 
members be made up from the strongest 
and most representative men in the state. 


The membership committee includes E. | 


G. Banta, chairman, Urbana; F. J. Hoag, 
Toledo; C. A. Leech, Uhrichsville; L,. 
S. Fish, Cleveland. It will also in- 
clude a member from Columbus, Cin- 
cinnnati and Youngstown, each. The 
following agents attended’ the meeting 
and about all of them became members 
of the association: F.C. McElroy, Co- 
lumbus; George Franklin, Newark; C. 
A. Leech, Uhrichsville; Merwin Jackson, 
Toledo; G. W. Billow, Springfield; L. 
S. Fish, Cleveland; A. W. Neale, Cleve- 
land; C. E. Bedwell, Columbus; C. W. 
Bryson, Columbus; E.G. Banta, Urbana; 
R. W. Wallace, Lima; H. D. Murphy, 
Newark; G. W. Ruttlege, Kenton ; 
Thomas H. Geer, Cleveland; F.J. Hoag, 
Toledo; H. H. Fickes, Steubenville; P. 
J. Magly, Columbus; M. H. Howard, 


Columbus; George Green, Troy; F. J.: 


Macklin, Columbus; J. E. Mendenhall 
and J. H. Hatch, Piqua; H. M. Ault, 
Marion; L. V. Uncapher, Marion; P. 
W. Pheneger, Columbus; E. B. Apple- 
man, Columbus. 
be held February 25th, 1898 unless the 
executive committee sees fit to call a 
special meeting. 


Cincinnati Board Jollification. 

A most enjoyable occasion was the 
opening and dedication of the new 
rooms of the Cincinnati Underwriters’ 
Association in the United Bank building 
Feb. 23. Everyone wore his Sunday 
countenance and the affair was con- 
ducted in the best of harmony and good 
cheer. The spread served by the St. 
Nicholas hotel, in the board rooms, was 
an entire success. The 
were presided over by President J. Gano 
Wright and Vice-President Rothier also 
“came Out strong’’ in the speechifying 
and general congratulations. The guests 
of honor were Mayor Caldwell, Capt. 
Archibald and Superintendent Conway 
of the fire department, and Fire Trustees 
William Perkins, J. J. Faran, John Goetz 
and A. Furst. 

A feature of the occasion was the 
presentation to the veteran agent, Fred. 
Rauh, of a handsome silver water service, 
on account of his twenty-fifth anni- 
versary in the agency business. The 
presentation speech was made by Mr. 
Rothier. 
undoubtedly in a 
condition than 
months. 


more harmonious 
it has been for many 


Hardly a ripple disturbs the | 


The next meeting will | 


proceedings | 


{ 


} 
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peaceful calm—a great relief over the 
storms and winds just experienced. 


THE LLOYDS’ MANDAMUS. 
A Weak Presentation of a Weaker 
Case. 

The mandamus proceedings brought 
by the American Lloyds to compel Com- 
missioner Matthews to issue them a 
license to do business in Ohio is a vol- 
uminous document and goes into the 
entire question, giving the case from the 
standpoint of the plaintiffs. It starts off 
with a general statement and history of 
the question from the time the Lloyds 
first applied for admission under Mr. 
Hahn’s administration and says that it 
then filed the necessary papers, including 
the financial statement, a written instru- 
ment appointing Chas. B. Squire general 
agent and also giving him power as attor- 
ney. The petition states that the assets 
at its admission were $433,146, and the 
liabilities $227,116, leaving a surplus of 
$217,029; also that the premiums re- 
ceived up to that time were $1,020,450, 
and losses $345,872. It says that the 
superintendent, under the advice of 
the attorney general to the effect that 
if he should be satisfied that the asso- 
ciation possessed the amount of actual 
capital required by the Ohio law, that is 
at least $100,000 of actual capital or un- 
impaired assets, and should comply with 
the requirements of the law applicable to 
associations organized in another state 
desiring to do business in this state, he 
might issue the license applied for, sub- 
jecting it to the regular restrictions and 
regulations. It further says that the 
superintendent made a careful examina- 
tion of the condition and affairs of the 
relator and being satisfied that the state- 
ment was true and that the relator pos- 
sessed the actual capital therein set 
forth in excess of the amount fixed by 
the law of Ohio, properly invested and 
held under such conditions as to pro- 
tect the policy holders, the superin- 
tendent issued a license, and that from 
that time the Lloyds has been doing bus- 
iness up to the present time and has 
now outstanding risks on Ohio property 
of about $2,000,000, and has paid every 
loss sustained. In January, 1896, appli- 
cation was made by S. E. Kemp, presi- 
dent of the Dayton Insurance Company, 
to the present attorney general, Frank 


S. Monnett, to act as relator in a suit in | 


quo warranto to oust the relator and 


other Lloyds on the ground that the | 


law of Ohio wonld not permit them to 
do business, and that the superintend- 
ent exceeded his authority when he 
licensed them. The present attorney 


general gave a full hearing and careful | 


consideration to the application and the 
legal question involved, and under date 


of January 30, 1896, delivered an opinion | 


that Section 3656, Revised Statutes, con- 


| templates the admission to do insurance 
The Cincinnati board is now | 


business in Ohio, not simply of incor- 


porations but also of foreign associations | 


and partnerships. He declined to over- 
rule the decision of the superintendent 


ousting the Lloyds from the state. The 
petition goes on to state that the Lloyds 
made large outlays of money upon the 
faith and credit of the acts of the offi- 
cers of the state and at the beginning of 
1897 prepared under oath, and deposited 
with the superintendent a statement of 
its condition, the chief items of which are: 
Assets, $516,255; subscribers’ deposits, 
$108 000; net surplus, $269,959; Ohio 
premiums, $13,005, and losses, none. 
At the time of filing its annual state- 
ment it made application to Super- 
intendent Matthews for renewal of its 
license calling his attention to the fact 
that the statement showed a profitable 
business. Notwithstanding this, the 
present superintendent refused to renew 
the license, his reason for this having 
already been published in THE Onto 
UNDERWRITER. According to the ex- 
isting agreement, it says, the assets are 
held for the benefit of all the policy 
holders including those in Ohio. It goes 
on to say that after the assets have been 
exhausted, each subscriber would be 
liable on losses, not only to double the 
amount of their subscriptions, but to the 
full extent of his proportionate amount 
of the losses incurred, if not to the full 
extent of the existing liability. ‘The re- 
lator asks admission to Ohio not on the 
strength of the individual liability feature 
of its organization and policies, but on 
the strength of its assets and actual 
capital, held for the security of policy 
holders. In its dealings in Ohio, relator 
has acted and acts as an association, and 
under the waiver filed in the insurance 
department, may be so treated and con- 
sidered, and for all losses incurred in 
Ohio its assets stand good. The relator 
is a sound and solvent association with 
assets and capital invested and deposited, 
ample in character and amount to protect 
fully all its policy holders, including 
those in Ohio; it has complied with all 
the conditions and restrictions thrown 
by the law of Ohio around the doing of 
a fire insurance business by an association 
organized in another state; and for the 
refusal of the superintendent of insur- 
ance, not based upon thesadvice of the 
attorney general, but due to@mn individual 
misapprehension of what the law of Ohio 
actually provides, there exists no ade- 
quate remedy at law. Wherefore the 
relator prays for relief in the shape of a 
writ of mandamus, commanding the 
superintendent to issue a certificate of 
authority.” 


Building Association Case. 

The Ohio Supreme court decided 
Feb. 22 that the Sun Mutual had no 
right to make a stipulation in its policy 
contract that it must be notified when 
another policy was taken out or when 
the property was mortgaged or sold. 
The case was that of John A. Hock, of 
Cincinnati, whose building burned after 
he had taken out another policy and 
put up the Sun Mutual policy as col- 
lateral for a loan to a building associa- 
tion. 





8 
INCENDIARISM. 
George W. eames — for Prevent- 
= It. 


Mr. George W. Pohlman, president of 
the National Insurance Company of Cin- 
cinnati, is advocating a system of warn- 
ing holders of fire policies against in- 
cendiarism, whicb he has copyrighted in 
the form of a little slip or rider which 
he suggests be attached to the policy or 
incorporated in the policy itself. The 
great trouble of a warning to incendi- 
aries has always been to find a form 
which would not offend honest insurers. 
It is believed Mr. Pohlman has solved 
this question in his form. It might be 
said that the idea has been stibmitted to 
many prominent adjusters and has in- 
variably received commendation. Mr. 
Pohlman explains the scheme as follows: 

The standard form of policy has condi- 
tions that provide for most of the contin- 
gencies that arise in acontract of insurance, 
but the all-important moral hazard is not 
particularly referred to, notwithstanding 
the losses incurred to insurance companies 
by reason of incendiarism are variously es- 
timated at from 20 to60 per cent of the whole 
amount paid. 

Most managers of insurance companies 
exercise due caution in accepting lines to 
avoid the moral hazard by the use of the 
mercantile reports and the reports of the 
Underwriters’ Protective Association, but, 
so far as is known, a warning has never 
been directly brought to the attention of the 
public or the assured. 

Convictions in the cases of arson are rare, 
and the warning by examples of this kind 
is therefore but seldom brought to the atten- 
tion of the public at large, nor are they in- 
formed of the danger and risk incommitting 
arson for the purpose of defrauding the in- 
surance companies, because they are not in- 
formed of the penalties and the number who 
have suffered by reason of conviction. 

This knowledge brought to the attention 
of the assured cannot help but have a re- 
straining influence on any party contem- 
plating arson, but the difficulty heretofore 
has been to bring this information to the at- 
tention of the public or the assured prior to 
the act, without the danger of incurring the 
displeasure of the large majority of policy- 
holders who would never contemplate arson. 

The enclosed form is suggested, either to 
be printed on the policy, or attached thereto 
as 4 rider, and is worded so as to avoid giv- 
ing offense to the honest policy-holder, but 
furnishing full information to the person 
contemplating arson, and it is generally con- 
ceded that this class of people always peruse 
the conditions and printed matter of their 
policy very carefully before the commission 
of the act. 

The wording and style of the form, 
which is copyrighted, but is reproduced 


with the permission of Mr. Pohlman, 
follows: 
WARNING 
INCENDIARISM. 


HE attention of the assured is called to 

the number of Fires caused by Incendiar- 

ies, for the purpose of defrauding the In- 
surance Companies, and all owners of prop- 
erty are requested to be cautious in renting 
any building owned by them to irresponsi- 
ble or unknow n tenants, in order to avoid as 
much as possible the danger caused by this 
class of people to the lives and property of 
innocent persons. The Penalty for Convic- 
tion for Arson is 


A HEAVY FINE 
One to Forty Years Imprisonment 


IN THE 


PENITENTIARY. 
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The National Board of Fire Underwriters 
at the instance of any Company that is a 
member of the Association, will offer a Re- 


ward for any testimony that will lead to the | 


conviction of any person suspected of Arson, 


and this Association has caused the Convic- | 
tion of more than 200 suspected parties, and | 


amongst those of recent date are the follow- 
ing: 








| Names of | Sen- 
PLACE OF FIRE id Ant) Criminals tences 
| 
1806 } 
Cass Co., Ind Jan. 10 20) Albert Lewis...|2 yrs 
Speers, Pa. Jan. 1), 25)|/Froman Speers.|Rfm’y 
Stephensport, Ky.. Jan. 10 2)|Alm’d Johnson.|20) yrs 
Glendower, Va Apl. 23 250|\Chas. Staughter|s yrs. 
Rochester, N. Y.... May 5 300\James Cronin (7 yrs. 
Hyde Park, N. Y.. July 7) 250\John Foster... [5 yrs 
New York City.... July 9 1000 Lewis Gordon..|0 yrs 
Thomasville, Ga... July 20) 250\C. A. Griffith.. .|1 yr. 
Kokomo, Ind.. Aug. 14) 250/J. L. Cummings.|1 yr. 
Vineville. Ga . Oct. 10) 200) Will Bell. Life. 
Deerfield Tp., N.J. Oct. 14) 250|/Geo. Bates, Jr..|2 yrs 
_ - t. 14 John Barks .../|1 yr. 
| Parsons, Tenn. ... Nov. 6) 250|\Geo. Taylor ls yrs 
oa “ Nov. 6 Sid. Rushing. .|5 yrs 
. we Nov. 6 Frank Coates. ./|2 yrs. 
Kinston, N.C. Dec. 5 230) Jas. B. Coley... |40 yrs 
” x Dec. 5 Bob Williams. .|40 yrs 
Dec. 5 Red Joiner. W yrs. 
" + Dec. 5 Bryant Field. | yrs. 
Denver, Col Dec. 5, 250|/Herm. Zalinski.|t yrs. 
_ Dec. 5 Israel Kortz....\2 yrs. 
Dec. 5) |Harry Kortz....|2 yrs. 
. Dec. } Hermann Kortz|2 yrs. 
Copy right. 


Pretty State of Affairs. 

The statement from a reliable source 
in Columbus that the petition of the 
Lloyds for a writ of mandamus was 
drafted either whole or in part by the 
hand of Assistant Attorney General of 
Ohio, Mr. Lott, shows plainly the extent 
to which the attorney general's office 
may be expected to go to assist its 
friends, Richards, Hahn, Squire, e¢ a/. 
The story runs that the day the petition 
was drawn up the attorney for the Lloyds, 
Richards, was sick at his house, and that 
Mr. Lott, to help him out, went there and 
did the work forhim. The unkind state- 
ment that, judging from the petition, 
something of this kind must have hap- 
pened to it, has created some amusement 
among the craft in Columbus. Messrs. 
Monnett and Lott are known to be will- 
ing to do anything in their power to 
help the Lloyds and their friends, and 
this incident is only another evidence 
that the belief is well grounded. It is 
stated that hardly the smallest move is 
taken by the Lloyds or their attorneys 
without consulting and advising with the 
attorney general or his assistant, and it 
is known that it was a great disappoint- 
ment to them that Commissioner Mat- 
thews took their case in his own hands 
without giving them a chance to exercise 
their pull on the attorney general fora 
decision. Cammissioner Matthews was 


probably aware of the conditions of the | 


situation when he took the thing in 
charge himself, and that the Lloyds felt 


| this is shown in the last part of thc peti- 


tion printed elsewhere, stating to the 


_ effect that he is laboring under a ‘‘mis- 


apprehension of the facts,” and against 
his prerogatives. Attorney General 
Monett has asked to be excused from de- 
fending the commissioner in his position 
on the ground that he has already ren- 


| dered an opinion opposite to the holding 


of Mr. Matthews. 


Mr. M. R. Patterson,a | 


leading Columbus attorney, has been | 


| given the case for the department, and 
| when seen about the petition for a man- 





damus, stated that he could not see where 
there was any show for the other side. 


The Best Quarter Yet. 

Insurance Commissioner Matthews has 
compiled the returns of the department 
for the first quarter of his administra- 
tion and finds that the receipts were 
$83,174, about $33,000 more than Mr. 
Hahn secured in his first quarter, and 
22,000 more than was ever secured in 
any previous quarter. He is at a loss to 
understand this good record. 


Rates at Marion. 

For some time past the people of Ma- 
rion have been clamoring for a reduction 
in rates, and the matter was taken up to 
some extent by the local agents who 
claimed the rates were higher than they 
Should be. An investigation is under 
way, and it is possible there may be 
some reduction. The buildings in Marion 
are nearly all first class, and the fire de- 
partment in efficient working order. The 
town has a good loss record, and every- 
thing has always been harmonious there. 


Affairs at Delaware. 

Affairs at Delaware are still in a very 
bad shape, or as an agent writes, a de- 
plorable condition of affairs exists, 
though an attempt was made last week 
to straighten out the trouble. The at- 
tempt was not successful, and our cor- 
respondent says, unless some companies 
make a change in their methods, the 
situation, which is already chronic, will 
continue and spread. It is understood 
some of the companies have been having 
trouble with their agents. 


Cancellation Notice Case. 

At Cleveland last week the court de- 
cided against the Concordia in its suit 
against William Kersten, its ex-agent. 
The company says it ordered him to 
cancel a certain policy, but that he did 
not do so and the property burned, caus- 
ing it to pay $380 under the policy, 
which, if he would have followed in- 
structions, it would not have been liable 
for. The agent maintained he did not 
receive the letter in time to cancel, and 
he was sustained by the court. 


A Strange Coincidence. 
Mr. Landy, the well-known Cincin- 
nati photographer, relates a peculiar co- 
incidence which occurred some years 
ago, and which will doubtless be read 
with interest by adjusters and insurance 
men. He says that some time ago an 
insurance man was in his office and that 
the conversation turned on strange and 
unusual causes of fires. Many an inno- 
cent man, he believed, had suffered un- 
just suspicion and punishment for fires 
which had not been caused by him. He 
cited as an instance the case of a fire 
which had occurred a short time pre- 
viously, burning down one of the finest 
residences in Cincinnati, and the cause 
of which was at first the subject of much 
speculation, but which was afterward 
found to have been caused in a very 
novel manner. For several months pre- 


vious to the fire the house had not been 





occupied, the owner and his family hav- 
ing gone on a trip to Europe, so it 
seemed the fire could not have been 
started except by an incendiary. After 
a long time the insurance companies 
and authorities came to the conclusion 
that the fire had been caused by the sun 
striking a reading glass, which was 
known to have been placed near a win- 
dow, and by focusing the heat, setting 
fire to a newspaper lying under it, and 
from there communicating to the rest of 
the building. Mr. Landy was relating 
this to his friend, who, while interested, 
appeared incredulous, and Mr. Landy, to 
illustrate to him how the fire must have 
been started, drew him towards the 
front of the office where a graphoscope 
was standing, facing the window, with a 
life-size portrait of President Hayes, 
directly behind it. He started to adjust 
the instrument so as to make the illus- 
tration, and was just saying, ‘“ Here is 
how ’ when he saw to his wonder and 
astonishment that the very case he had 
been describing was being duplicated in 
his own gallery. The picture was already 
scorched and burning slowly, and as he 
started to remove it the fire burst into a 
flame. It was quickly subdued, and an 
examination showed that the focusing 
power of the glass in the graphoscope 
had indeed acted as in a burning glass, 
and had set fire to the picture. Mr. 
Landy still has the half-burnt picture 
stored away, and offered to produce it for 
reproduction with this account. 





OHIO AGENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Verbatim Copy of the Constitution and By- 


Laws as Adopted at Columbus, 
February 25th. 


The following is a copy of the consti- | 


tution and by-laws of the Ohio Associa- 
tion of Local Fire Insurance Agents: 


CONSTITUTION. 
NAME. 

Sec. 1. This association shall be 
known as the Ohio Association of Local 
Fire Insurance Agents. 

OBJECT. 

Src. 2. To support right principles 
and use our influence to correct bad 
practices in fire underwriting. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Sec. 3. All local fire insurance agents 
in Ohio shall be eligible to membership 
in this association upon written applica- 
tion, the approval of the Membership 
Committee and the payment of two dol- 
lars, which shall accompany the applica- 
tion. Each member shall pay annually, 
on the first day of October, two dollars, 
one dollar of which shall be used to de- 
fray the expenses of the association, and 
one dollar shall be used to pay the an- 
nual dues of the members to the Na- 
tional Association. All membership in 
this association shall cease on the thirti- 
eth day of September of each year, and 
the payment of annual dues shall bea 
condition precedent to membership. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS AT ANNUAL 

MEETING. 


Sec. 4. The order of business shall 
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be promulgated by the president prior to | 


the meeting of the association. 
GOVERNMENT. 

SEc. 5. 
shall be conducted by a President, two 
Vice-Presidents (first and second), a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, an 
Committee of eleven and a Membership 
Committee of seven members, 


The affairs of the association | 


Executive | 


each. | 


The President shall be ex-officio a mem- | 


ber of the Executive Committee. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 6. The officers and the Execu- 
tive and Membership Committees shall 
be elected annually, and shall in all cases 
hold over until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

Sec. 7. The first annual meeting 
shall be held in Columbus on the twenty- 
fifth day of February, 1897, and each 
year thereafter at such time and place as 


may hereafter be agreed upon by the Ex- | 


ecutive Committee. 
DuTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Src. 8. The Executive Committee 
shall have general charge of all matters 
affecting the interests of the association, 
and shall have power to employ such 
servants or agents as may be necessary 
in the conduct of the affairs of the asso- 
ciation, to fix their compensation, and to 
fill vacancies in offices in their own body, 
or in that of the Membership Committee. 

Duty OF MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE. 

Sec. 9. The duty of the Membership 
Committee shall be to pass upon the eli- 
gibility of applicants for membership. 

OTHER COMMITTEES. 

Sec. 10. All other committees neces- 
sary or proper for the management of 
the affairs of the association shall be ap- 
pointed by the President unless other- 
wise provided for by the association. 

ANNULLMENT OF MEMBERSHIP. 

Sec. 11. Membership will immedi- 
ately cease when the nature of the occu- 
pation of the member is so changed as 


to be contrary to the conditions of eligi- | 


bility. 


Any member may be expelled 


from the association atter a fair trial at | 


any regular or called meeting by a ma- 
jority vote of the members present. 
AMENDMENTS. 

SEc. 12. Amendments to the consti- 
tution may be made at any meeting of 
the association, provided that after the 
first meeting in February, 1897, a copy 
of the proposed amendments be pub- 
lished in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

ArT. 1. 
President to preside at all meetings of 
the association, and to perform such 
other duties as pertain to his office. 

Art. 2. It shall be the duty of the 
Vice-Presidents, in order named, and in 
the absence of the President, to preside 
and otherwise perform the same duties, 


It shall be the duty of the 


with all the powers conferred upon the | 


President 

Art. 3. The Secretary shall keep a 
full report of the proceedings of the as- 
sociation and the standing committees, 
also a record of the names and places of 


9 


residence of the members. He shall 
give notice of all meetings, and collect 
all funds, paying the same to the Treas- 
urer; and by order of the Executive 
Committee draw orders upon the Treas- 
urer in payment of all expenses author- 
ized by it; and perform such other du- 
ties as may be required of him by the 
by-laws or rules of the association. 

ArT. 4. The Treasurer shall receive 
all funds from the Secretary,and deposit 
the same in a bank designated by the 
Executive Committee, which funds shall 
be subject to the check of the Treasurer 
when countersigned by the President, in 
payment of orders drawn by the Sec- 
retary. 

ArT. 5. Regular meetings of the as- 
sociation shall be held as provided for in 
Section 7 of the constitution ; special or 
called meetings shall be held when called 
by the President or a majority of the 
Executive Committee, notice of same 
having been mailed to each member at 
leastten days prior tothe date set therefor. 

ArT. 6. Meetings of the Executive 
and Membership Committees may be held 
by correspondence, and may be called at 
any time at the request of the President 
or two members of either committee. 

ArT. 7. At all regular or called meet- 
ings of the association, fifteen members 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business, and a majority vote 
of those present shall rule. 

ArT. 8. At meetings of the Execu- 
tive and Membership Committees a ma- 
jority of the members shall constitute a 
quorum. 

Art. 9. Amendments to the by-laws 
may be made at any meeting of the as- 
sociation, provided that after the first 
annual meeting in February, 1897, a 
copy of the proposed amendments be 
published in the call for the meeting. 


‘ir. Parsons Set Right. 

THE OHIO UNDERWRITER last issue 
inadvertently made a mistake in calcu- 
lating the amount which the Merchants’ 
of New Jersey fell of in premiums in 
Ohio last year, and we take pleasure in 
publishing the following explanation and 
correction from Mr. Parsons, of Cleve- 
land : 

In your issue of February 18th, you unin- 
tentionally do this company and ourselves a 
little damage, and we are sure you will cor- 
rect the matter in your next issue. The er- 
ror occurs on page 4. ‘In Ohio Fire Cir- 
cles’’ you say the Merchants’ of New Jersey 
lost $12,000 premiums in °96, as compared 
with "95. On next page you give figures, 
which show loss to be only $8,356. 

In this connection possibly you will be 
willing to state that this office has no juris- 
diction over Hamilton County since January 
1, 96, and that the company’s manager, Mr. 
Garrigue, of Chicago, thought best (and we 
consider wisely) to largely curtail their Cin- 
cinnati business, which fell from $11,900 in 
"9% to about $4,000 in ‘96, 

In Ohio, outside Cincinnati, we did $53,768 
in 1895 and $52,855 in °96, a lossof but $913, 
which we consider fair. 


The «Yellow Kid.”’ 
For some reason unknown, the new 
company, the German Alliance Insur- 
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ance Association, has printed all its daily 
reports and policy forms on yellow paper. 
Ata recent meeting at the round table 
in Columbus the matter came up for dis- 
cussion and approval or disapproval, as 
the case might be, and while it was de- 
cided that the indemnity of the new 
candidate was not appreciably affected 
by the strange color, it was unanimously 
held that a penalty should be imposed 
for its adoption. The reign of the “yel- 
low kid”’ being at its height, the young- 
ster was then and there dubbed the 
“vellow kid,” and action taken to insure 
the permanency of that designation. 
With our friend Rip Van Winkle, we 
join in and propose the toast, ‘‘’Ere’s to 
his health and to ’is fam’ly’s, an’ may 
he live long and p'osper.”’ 


Another Cincinnati Agency. 

A new agency appears on the street, 
the commissions dating from March Ist. 
M. L. Alexander, who has been repre- 
senting the Columbia, of Dayton, and 
Phoenix, of London, forms a partnership 
with William Schweer, under the name 
of M. L. Alexander & Co. The leader 
and principal company is the Agricul- 
tural, for which they will be sole agents 
for Cincinnati. The Agricultural is now 
represented by Albert W. Schell and E. 
E. Townley, and these agencies will be 
taken up or made to report to Alexan- 
der & Co N. T. Julian, who was for- 
merly special agent of the Pheenix, of 
London, which Mr. Alexander repre- 
sents, thus gets him in the ranks of the 
Agricultural. Commodious offices are 
being fitted up at 128 East Third street, 
and the offices next door are being ar- 
ranged for George I. King & Son. 


Home Mutual in Ohio. 

The Home Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany of San Francisco, (stock company, 
capital paid up in gold $300,000), which 
recently entered Ohio, will place agencies 
in all the large cities and towns. It is 
controlled by the stockholders of the 
Firemans Fund and in the east is under 
the same management as that company, 
T. S. Chard, manager, Chicago. C. J. 
Herbold, who so well looks after the 
Firemans Fund in Ohio has also charge 
of the Home Mutual. The Home is a 
strong company, having assets of $881,- 
000 and net surplus of $342,000. 


Columbus an Excepted City. 


It is understood that a move is on | 
among the Columbus local agents to get 


that city made an excepted city by the 
Union, at the St. Louis meeting. They 
feel they should have higher commis- 
sions. If the Columbus agents were 
aware of the disastrous effects to their 
business which is sure to follow as a re- 


sult, they would rather work against the | 
In every city where high | 


movement. 
commissions are paid, it must be remem- 


bered that the fact at once brings into | 


active being a host of solicitors or middle 
men, who really get all the advantage. 
In a city the size of Columbus it is not 








good for the agents to have it an ex- 
cepted city. 


Off for the South. 

Mr. Charles H. Law, manager of Law’s 
Insurance Agency, left for the South 
last week on a five week’s pleasure trip 
in the West Indies. Mr. Law has been 
working very hard of late and he has 
succeeded in making these arrangements 
for a long rest. He joins a party of 
friends at Nassau in the West Indies 
and they will go on a delightful cruise 
among the islands in those southern 
waters. The party may touch along the 
Cuban shore. 


Saginaw Valley Enters. 

The Saginaw Valley Fire & Marine 
of Saginaw, Mich., has entered Ohio. 
The Saginaw Valley, in its own state, 
makes a specialty of special hazards, 
and if it pursues this plan in Ohio, it 
will have no trouble getting representa- 
tion. It has so far been singularly suc- 
cessful with these lines, and its officers 
feel that it is justified in branching out. 
The assets are $304,249, capital $200,000 
and net surplus $42,304. J. P. Sheridan, 
who is one of the best underwriters on 
special hazards in the business, is the 
secretary and has charge of the agencies. 


Field Notes. 

The March meeting of the Ohio Field 
Club was held at the Grand, Cincinnati, 
March 2. 

John Hoover has placed the English- 
American Underwriters with J. S. 
Kountz & Son of Toledo. 

J. L. Smith, agent of the German of 
Freeport at Dayton, was find $25 for rate 
cutting at the last meeting. 

The Franklin of Columbus last week 
placed agencies with F. A. Smith of 
Galion, E. H. Pollock, Mt. Gilead, and 
C. W. Beard, Marengo. 

Harry Gillespie, of Dayton, has re- 
ceived the agency of the Citizens of 
Missouri, which has heretofore not been 
represented. 


W. A. Miller of Dayton, representing | 


the Northern, German of Freeport, 
Western Underwriters, Lancashire, Cale- 
donian and Union Casualty, has taken 
into partnership Allen O. Freehafer. 

Frank C. Field, formerly a prominent 
fire agent at Keokuk, Iowa, has removed 
to Columbus and opened a fire and 
casualty agency at 20 High street. So 
far he has secured the agency of the 
Union Casualty. 

Frank Budde, the Newport, (Ky.,) man 
who was arrested for attempting to set 
fire to his shop, which was heavily 
over-insured, Budde himself being badly 
embarassed, has been released from 
custody under bond. 

C. J. Herbold, of Cincinnati, special 
agent of the Fireman’s Fund and Home 
Mutual, who has been laid up with la 
grippe for about three weeks, is now 
out again, and will take the field this 
week in the interests particularly of his 
new company. 


LIFE INSURANCE. 








The daily papers of Indiana have been 
making a great to-do about the blow 
which is about to fall on the octopus of 
the insurance trust in the shape of a bill 
introduced in the legislature of that state 
by Mr. Sutton. It is hard to find out 
just what the bill means, as facts are 
jumbled in a startling way by the papers, 
but it would seem to be a hydra-headed 
terror that aims to check the companies 


| Thomas B. Reed acts as arbitrator for 


at the princely remuneration of $10,000 
a year, and that maintain local boards 
in each city and have the stamping 
secretary approve every application that 
is written. The papers claim to know 
that the fire and life companies have 
formed a gigantic trust with general 
officers and rate-makers. The fact that 
our press bureau service shows that 
exactly the same matter appears in each 
of many country papers, reveals that 
Mr. Sutton’s advertising arrangements 
are perfect. It is so much easier for 
the country editor to get his matter 
ready to hand than have to “think it up” 
himself. 

Hon. Henry Bohl, whose likeness is 
presented in this issue, fills a very im- 
portant position with the Prudential 
Insurance Company. What is more, he 
fills it well. The territory of Ohio and 
Indiana for both ordinary and industrial 
departments of the company creates one 
of the most responsible positions in the 
agency field, and that Mr. Bohl is doing 


| good work is shown by the large addition 


made to his territory and the increase of 
his responsibilities, on January 1, last. 
Mr. Bohl was born in Germany July 4, 
1844, and came to the Land of the Free 
when he was eleven years old, settling in 
Washington County, Ohio. He began 


| his insurance career in Marietta in 1869, 
but three years later was obliged to go 


South for his health. In 1873 he was 
elected secretary of the Underwriters’ 
Association of the South, and after 
spending two years in the South he 
returned to Marietta. In 1875 he was 


| elected to the Ohio legislature and was 
twice re-elected. 


He was chairman of 
the House committee on insurance for 
several years, and also served as chair- 
man of the House Financial Committee, 
considered the most important body in 
the legislature. He was also secretary 
of the Ohio Democratic state executive 
committee in the important campaigns 
of 1884-85; chairman of the Democratic 


| state central and executive committees 


in 1886 and chairman of the state central 
committee in 1887. In 1887 Mr. Bohl 
became receiver of the Second National 
Bank of Xenia and afterwards was 
tendered the receivership of the Citizens’ 
National Bank of Hillsboro, which he 
declined. He re-entered the insurance 


field in 1893 and for five years acted as 
superintendent of Ohio agencies for the 
| Mutual Benefit, which position he re- 
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the Ohio agencies of the ordinary depart- 
ment of the Prudential. Mr. Bohl is 
rightly very proud of his record when 
United States Marshall for the southern 
district of Ohio. His work in quelling 
the serious disturbances, caused by the 
great miners’ strikes and the Debs rail- 
way strike has made for him an unsur- 
passed reputation for personal intrepidity 
and good generalship. He is one of the 
best known men in Ohio, and _ this 
acquaintance, combined with his untiring 
energy, makes of him a most valuable 
man for any kind ot position or business. 


The famous “controversy between 
Charles W. Moore and the New York Life, 
which has been going on for several years, 
has at last been settled by the com- 
pany paying one-tenth of his demands. 
Last fall Mr. Moore’s suit against the 
company was discontinued on the agree- 
ment that his $325,000 claim for breach 
of contract should be arbitrated, with 
Henry A. Harmon as referee. The arbi- 
tration has been adjourned several times 
for various reasons. Last week George 
W. Hubbell, from the home office, went 
on to Detroit and gave Mr. Moore a 
draft for just $32,500, in full settlement. 
There were set-offs which lessened the 
amount considerably. Mr. Moore, under 
the old Beers management, had charge 
of Michigan for the company, and built 


signed in April, 1895, to take charge of 


up a great business, which he held under | 


a very advantageous renewal contract. 
About the time the change in manage- 
ment took place he became interested in 


politics, and he is now a state senator in | 


the Michigan Legislature. The com- 
pany, whose policy now is to get rid of 
as many of the old extravagant contracts 
as possible, took advantage of the clause 
in the contract that required Mr. Moore 
to give his entire time to the business, 
and declared it canceled. Mr. Moore 
says that until the new management 
came in his services were always appre- 
ciated, but then, in the language of the 
Good Book, “there was a king rose up 
who knew not Daniel.’ While Mr. 
Moore tried to give out the impression 
that the arbitration was a victory for him, 
the company has refuted his statements 
made in a Detroit paper and made a full 
and detailed statement to the daily press 
through its attorney, H. L. Baker. 


While on the subject. of old-time con- 
tracts, we were told some time ago that 
J. T. and Daniel Boone, who had a very 
liberal one for Missouri and Texas up to 
the time they conceived the idea of trans- 


ferring agents and as much business as | 


possible to the Covenant Mutual Life of 
St. Louis, for which they were superin- 
tendents of agents for a short time, 
went back to the New York Life with 
every dollar of their renewals forfeited. 
The renewals were immense, covering 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in Mis- 
souri and Texas. It is remembered that 
suits and counter suits were the result of 
their switching to the Covenant Mutual, 
and everybody was surprised when it 
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was learned that everything had been 
amicably arranged and the Boones gone 
back with the company. 
quoted as having said to one of his friends 
that he would rather be with the New 
York Life with no contract at all than 
with the Covenant Mutual with one of 
his own making. While the old renew- 
als of the Boones are probably forfeited, 
it seems hardly possible that there was 
no consideration for the forfeiture. It is 
likely that some such arrangement as 
that made with Mr. Moore was also made 
with them. 

largest life business 


Probably the 


J. T. Boone is | 


in existence is that of Louis C. Vanux- | 


em, of Philadelphia, who for years had 
the management of several states for the 
New York Life, under Mr. Beers. Mr 


Vanuxem is now devoting himself to | 


law, insurance law particularly, in Phila- 
delphia, and is considered, by the way, 
one of the shrewdest men on the subject 
in the country. He is only 37 years old, 
and worked up the business himself. It 
is said that Mr. L. C. Vanuxem collects a 
renewal commission on about $3,000,000 
premiums in the New York Life. This 


makes a gross annual income, outside of 


his very substantial law practice, of about 
150 or 200 thousand dollars. Talk 
about money in the insurance business! 
There is no doubt, however, that Mr. 
Vanuxem is one of the very best posted 
and level-headed life insurance men in 
the country, and he would probably have 
attained the same success in any other 
line. 
though, that at the age of 37 a man can 
acquire an income equal to more than 
four times the salary of the President of 
the United States. 


: a 

The Royal Union Mutual Life of 
Iowa, which has just made arrangements 
for pushing actively for business in Ohio, 
certainly has several commendable fea- 
tures not usual with other companies. 
There is more truth than poetry in the 
value of a system and contract which al- 
low a policy-holder to get an accounting 
with the company on his policy any time 
he desires—just like a bank. The com- 
pany discards the system of making the 
application a warranty, which, it says, 
eminent authorities declare to bea fraud 
upon the insured. The fact that it is 
working under the Iowa law, by which 
the reserve is deposited with the state, 
makes it as strong as any company. 


Union Central’s Best Year. 

The full report of the Union Central 
has been issued and an examination 
shows that the best expectations of its 
well-wishers are realized. Ohio agents 
should always have a warm place in 
their hearts for the home company, even 
though they may not represent it. It is 
something for even a great state like 
Ohio to be proud of to have such a 
monument of business enterprise and 
public beneficence as the Union Central, 
call it home. The secretary, in his 


It is a great thing to contemplate, | 


report, calls attention to the wonderful | 


1] 


progress made last year, the large inter- 
est earnings, the superior quality of the 
assets, the large amount of cash loans to 
policy-holders, the low mortality, divi- 
dends paid, and everything that speaks 
for good management, and closes his re- 
marks as follows: 

The Union Central issues the best and 
most approved forms of policies, containing 
the most liberal non-forfeiture provisions 
and loan-values,. with all restrictions of 
travel and residence removed, and so plainly 
drawn that they need not be misunderstood 
by any policy-holder. 

The managers and agents of the company 
enter upon the work of the new year with 
confidence for the future; with an established 
reputation for fairness and liberality; and 
its policy-holders can rest assured that they 
have their insurance in a strong, 
tive yet progressive company. 


conserva- 


Ohio Life Business. 

The following shows the Ohio busi- 
ness of such regular life companies as 
had reported up to the time of going to 
press, and which did not appear in the 
February 18th issue. This makes all 
but three companies that have filed their 


reports with the Ohio department: 
Ins. in 








Ins. in 
Force Ins Prems. Losses Force 
CoMPANY. Jan. 1. Written Received. Incur’d. Dec. 31. 
Canada $345,220 S151,'88 $15.576 $5,000 $451,238 
Conn.Gen. 218,407 76,000 7,400 5,455 218, 157 
Conn.Mut.17,949,313 886,515 281,953 266,422 18,013,468 
Equit.N Y.26,335,630 3,498,912 833,599 429,673 26,335,363 
Mut. Ky None. . 913 None. 40,000 
en N. Y¥.52,785 607 21,423 1,509,335 966,440 52,245,394 
Nat’l Vt... 7,566,714 »: 285,436 57,225 7,785,361 
New York 23,693,692 ; 148.206 933,941 413.549 26,198,715 
Penn Mut. 8,337,400 683,000 318,512 94,718 8, 332,900 
Prud.,Ord 2,919,906 260 «124,648 c 
Prud., Ind.12 381 525,712 
State Mut. 22 103,436 
Un. Cent. .23, 438 916,001 23,711,221 
Vermont None, "O8), 000 S08 None. 150,500 


Results in the Union Central. 

Capt. E. A. Ramsay, who has been 
general agent of the Union Central 
Washington Courthouse since 1874, per- 
formed a pleasant and interesting duty a 
few days ago. Capt. Ramsay came to 
Washington C. H. twenty-three years 
ago, and the first person he insured was 
Robert Worthington, of Staunton, who 
took out a life rate endowment for $5,000. 
On February 15 Capt. Ramsay paid Mr. 
Worthington $5,089 in settlement of the 
policy, the endowment having taken a 
little over twenty two years to mature. 


Professor Stewart at Work. 

Prof. W. P. Stewart, instructor of 
agents of the Mutual Life of New York, 
is on an “instruction trip’’ through In- 
diana and Illinois. He was at Terre 
Haute last week, where a very large 
number of agents were present, and goes 
from there to Chicago on asimilar errand. 


LIFE ASSOCIATION MEETING. 
The Work to be Pushed for the Com- 
ing Year. 

The annual meeting of the Life Un- 
derwriters’ Association of Cincinnati 
was held at the office of the Penn Mutual 
Saturday with a very good attendance. 
The work accomplished and set on foot 
at the meeting is expected to result in 
placing the Cincinnati association on a 
par with those in other cities. It was 
decided to make up a new constitution 

















THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 








COLLIN FORD, 


President Life Underwriters’ Association of Cincinnati. 


. | 
and by-laws, and a committee was ap- 


pointed to report at a meeting next 
Tuesday. It is understood that a plan is 
on foot to pay the expenses by assessing 
each general agent $5.00 and letting 
agents he likes to have join, in free. 
There is no doubt that the ticket se- 
lected for the officers is one that will put 
the association on its feet, if that is a 
possibility. If they fail the insurance 
men of Cincinnati may as well give up 
the idea of,trying to have a life under- 
writers’ association. The following were 
the officers elected: Collin Ford, general 
agent Aitna, president; F. G. Cross, 
manager Massachusetts Mutual, 
president; M. W. Mack, Northwestern 
Mutual, secretary-treasurer; board of 
trustees, John D. Cockle, general agent 
Berkshire; John Dolph, Metropolitan ; 
M. W. Torrey, Union Central; H. H. 
Muller, Prudential; I. Bloom, Penn Mu- 
tual. A committee was appointed to 


drum up new members, and if anyone | 


does not come in it will at least not be 
because he was not asked. 
retiring secretary, has held the office for 
four years. It would seem that the sec- 
retaryship should at least have a small 
remuneration attached, and it is to be 
hoped that some provision for this will 
be made. 
expected to devote some of his time to 


the good of the association, and attend- | 


ing in a proper way to its affairs. 


To New Offices. 

J. C. Campbell, of Columbus, state 
agent for Ohio and West Virginia of the 
John Hancock Mutual Life, is preparing 
to move his office from an upper floor of 
the Board of Trade building, where it 


has been located for many years, to a | 
large space on the lower floor, which | 


will be fitted up in elegant style with 


vice- | 


I. Bloom, the | 


Then the secretary can be | 


imitation bank fixtures. The office, 
which is on the right side of the hall, 
fronting the street, will, when completed, 
doubtless be the finest insurance office in 
the city. Mr. Campbell has probably 
been with the John Hancock longer 
than any other agent,and he has, in fact, 
also been the means of starting several 
of the present general agents in various 
parts of the country in the business. 
His office might almost be considered a 
school for agents, and the large business 
he has built up has been by conservative 
business methods, which are sure to suc- 
ceed anywhere, in the end. 


The Western [lutual. 

The Western Mutual Life Association 
of Chicago, which has just entered Ohio 
and will apply for admission to several 
states in the West, is an assessment or- 
ganization which will reach the end of 
its third year in June. It has had an 
up-hill business, but now seems to be in 
a better condition. The stock compa- 
nies have made a strong fight against it. 
Its guiding stars are Thomas Rhodus, its 
president, and his brother, Birch Rho- 
dus, its actuary. The association has 
among its policy-holders some of the 
city of Chicago’s foremost men. 





Important Fraternal Case. 


Another case holding the company lia- 
ble, even though the assessments were 
not all paid at time of death, has been 
decided at Chattanooga in the United 
States District Court. The case is that 


of Gertrude H. Whiteside vs. Improved 
Order of Heptasophs, and the order re- 
fused payment on the ground that the 
assessments necessary to the good stand- 
ing of the member were not paid, and 
that the local officer of the lodge had no 


right to waive the conditions of the con- 


tract. The decision is very sweeping 


| and is against the order. 





Anti-Rebate Law in Indiana. 
It is understood that Mr. Roots has 


| introduced an anti-rebate law in the In- 


| . ‘ 
| diana Legislature. 


Indiana has never 


_had a law of this kind, though nearly 


| every other state has 


It is stated that 
this law would not have been introduced 
had it not been that it will stop the State 
Life from issuing its special contract. 
The State can only operate in states 
where there is no anti-rebate provision, 
and this move may accomplish what 
more elaborate ones have failed to do. 





NOTES OF MINOR INTEREST. 
I. E. Jones is a new special agent of 
the Northwestern Mutual at Dayton. 
R. T. Savin, of the New York Life, 


| has appointed Heber Cowman agent at 
| Greenfield. 


J. W. Weidner, general agent of the 
Equitable at Dayton, has appointed Ed. 
L,. Warson special agent. 

C. W. Thompson, of the Mutual Life 
at Zanesville, sustained serious injuries 
in a runaway several days ago. 

H. G. Powning, for some time special 
agent of the Northwestern Mutual at 
Dayton, has gone to Boston, Mass., for 
the same company. 

The trustees and officers of the New 
York Life banquetted President McCall 
at the Metropolitan Club, New York, 
February 15th, in honor of his fifth 
anniversary with the company. 

A. L. Pierson, formerly with a leading 
lumber company of Columbus, has be- 
come a special agent of the ordinary de- 
partment of the Prudential at Columbus, 
in F. F. Greene’s general agency. 

It is stated the Mutual Benefit will 


| hereafter endorse on its policies that an 


applicant has the right to have his policy 
dated back any number of years, provid- 
ing he is willing to pay the back premium. 

A. D. Easton, associate manager of 
the Fidelity Mutual at Cincinnati, stood 
at the head of the company’s list of large 
personal writers for January. A. M. 
Harbaugh, of Springfield, O., stood sixth. 

Mr. Dwight Kinney, who until re- 
cently has been a general agent of the 
New York Life in Cincinnati, has taken 
the Eastern agency of the firm of Mat- 
thew Addy & Co., and will hereafter be 
located at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Charles I. Simonson, until re- 
cently with the /zvestigator, has accepted 
an editorial position on the /xsurance 
Herald. Mr. Simonson is a practical 
journalist, well posted on the business, 
and will doubtless prove a decidedly val- 
uable man for the //era/d. 

The Michigan Mutual Life has asked 
the court that a receiver be appointed to 
take charge of the property of Henry F. 
Booth, of Lebanon, O., against whom it 
has a judgment in excess of $14,000. It 
also wants a receiver for the Walcutt 
property, against which there are liens 


| of over $50,000. 
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Provident Savings Corrects Wrong 
Impression. 
DEAR SIR: 

We notice in your issue of Feb. 18, on page 
7, an article entitled ‘‘Provident Savings 
Changes,’’ in which article, in connection 
with the subject of issuing new policies you 
say: 

“Nothing very definite can be learned 
about the new policies, but it is understood 
that the ‘leader’ will be a twenty-payment, 
the strong feature of which is the giving of 
a long-time note in payment of the first 
year’s premium. This would be a decided 
innovation, if consummated.” 

Your informant was certainly in error, as 
the society does not consider for a moment 
the issuing of a policy under which the first 
premium shall be paid by a long-term note. 
And we shall be pleased to have you call at- 
tention to this error in your next issue. 

Yours very truly, 


RALPH K. HUBBARD, 
Assistant Secretary. 


Two Fraternal Orders. 


Two new fraternal orders are being or- 
ganized in Ohio, one the United Order of 
American Craftsmen, and the other the 
Fraternal Order of America. An exam- 
ination of the plans of both of these 
shows them to be utterly defective. It 
is a strange thing that business men, ap- 
parently level-headed on all other sub- 
jects, will allow their good names to be 
imperilled by connecting them with an 
unscientific insurance order, which, from 
the nature of things, can be only tempo- 
rary. These orders are understood to be 
organized under that section of the fra- 
ternal law of Ohio which allows the en- 
dowment feature. This feature came to 
be incorporated in the fraternal bill in a 
peculiar way. When the regular frater- 
nal orders had about completed the ar- 
rangements for getting their bill passed 
at the 96 legislature, those behind it, it 
is said, were approached by a powerful 
party in the legislature, who stated that, 
unless a provision was inserted, allowing 
the National Fraternal Union, of Cincin- 
nati, to continue its endowment busi- 
ness, the bill would be killed. In this 
way the bill became a law. 

The Craftsman order proposes to start 
an Endowment Rank, for which insuffi- 
cient rates are charged, and if it does it 
will mean only a question of a few years 
before it will have trouble on its hands. 
These new-fangled fraternal ordersshould 
take heed of the experience of those 
that have been established some time, 
and whose rates have had a chance to 
demonstrate themselves by experience. 
It should be enough to read the official 
report of the last annual meeting of the 
National Fraternal Congress, at Louis- 
ville last October, where it was admitted 
in open meeting that the fraternal sys- 
tem could not be permanent, as now con- 
ducted. It was held that the only way 
to perpetuate the system was to change 
the plans of the orders toa reserve basis. 
This is substantiated by the fact that in 
this country no fraternal insurance order 
has lived thirty years, and that most of 
them do not last half that long. 


| race for it and frequently win. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


SEEN FROM CHIGAGO 


Among the most interesting features 
to come before the semi-annual meeting 
of the Western Union at St. Louis, 
March %, will he the subject of sprinkled 
risks. This particular phase of the fire 
insurance business is causing union 
members considerable worry. It must 
be frankly stated that the present system 
of dealing with protected risks in the 
union is an antiquated one. When an 
agents wants to write a sprinkled risk, 
he corresponds with his union company, 
which in turn lays the matter before the 
improved risk commission. Then the 
risk is ordered inspected and rated, and 
the commission passes on this report. 
Thus it is seen that perhaps several 


weeks are Occupied with this cumber- | 


some method. During the intervening 
period some outsiders have heard otf the 
operations and they start on a determined 
Several 
union members are anxious to abandon 
this old plan and organize an inspection 
bureau which can pass on a risk at once. 
In opposition to this element there are 
those who favor clinging tothe old ship. 
Again some very prominent members, 
and among them is President R. J. 
Smith himself, believe that there is no 
efficacy in an automatic sprinkler system 
and there should be no favors shown 
risks equipped. These three factions, 
they may be called, are constantly war- 
ring. Some are in favor of throwing 
rates open on preferred business, claim- 
ing it will solve the non-union competi- 
tion problem. Other companies say 
their experience shows them that their 
greatest profit has been made on this 
class of business, and hence they will op- 
pose any measure to reduce rates along 
this line. The competition for equipped 
risks is becoming more and more in- 
tense. The various factors endeavoring 
to secure this class of business are many 
and strong. Outside the individual com- 
panies there is the Western Insurance 
Factory Association composed of union 
and non-union companies. The associa- 
tion only seeks new business or that 
written in other than the higher grade of 
stock companies. Then comes the 
Union-Agricultural-Northern syndicate, 
which is cutting a wide swath. An- 
other combination is that of the stock 
companies and higher gfade of Lloyds 
represented by Charles D. Cox of Chi- 
cago. Mr. Cox has come to be a very 
important figure in the West especially 
because he has given this sprinkled risk 
question so much study and thought. 
He is a brilliant man and has madea 
good record. 

Then comes the factory mutuals and 
general mutuals which are looked after 
by Frank L. Bellows of Chicago. Mr. 
Bellows is another hard student in his 
line and is making inroads. 

The S. E. Forsythe and John A. Barnes 
& Co. combination also can be mentioned 
and there are others of minor conse- 
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quence. A movement is now on foot in 
this city to offer to equip plants ata 
comparatively low figure. It is backed 
by Charles D. Cox. It has long been 
known that companies putting in sprin- 
kler equipments have charged enor- 
mously for their work. It is the idea of 
Mr. Cox to induce mercantile and manu- 
facturing plants to equip, and if he be 
allowed to contract for their insurance 
he will furnish valves and sprinklers at 
a figure that means no profit to him. 
Mr. Cox already has patented an im 
proved valve fora dry pipe system, and 
this inovation will have considerable 
significance in Western underwriting. 

A number of companies are consider- 
ing very carefully the question of ex- 
penses in organization. A representa- 
tive underwriter of an English company 
in the union said a few days ago: ‘‘] 
have been carefully compiling statistics 
relative to the question of expense. I 
find that the drains of the union, the 
compacts, state boards, local boards, etc., 
are simply enormous. Ido not believe 
the benefits accruing are commensurate 
with the outlay. A great question with 
companies in the future will be how to 
reduce the expense ratio.’ This idea 
has come to the surface in Chicago. Last 
week the finance committee of the Chi- 
cago Underwriters’ Association made a 
report advocating a scaling of expenses 
in the board to the extent of from $15,000 
to $20,000. Chicago has a perfect board 
system, but it is expensive. The inspec- 
tion department alone means no small 
outlay. When the new Chicago board 
was organized, in 1894, H. H. Glidden, 
of the North British & Merchantile, was 
called to be its manager. He worked 
days and nights to perfect it until he 
now has it in splendid shape. At this 
juncture the finance committee proposes 
to decapitate Manager Glidden and di- 
vide his work among the other three 
heads of the board, the secretary, super- 
intendent of rating, and chief of in- 
spectors. The committee also asks that 
from two to four inspectors be released, 
and also a portion of the clerical force. 
It has been an open secret that some 
local agents want to dislodge Manager 
Glidden. He held a general agency 
when he came into the board, and some 
of the local agents think he is represent- 
ing to too great an extent the interests 
of the general agents, many of whom are 
members of the board. The executive 
committee, however, has smothered the 
finance committee’s report. A few mem- 
bers of the executive committee voted 
against the report, even though they 
favor a reduction of expenses. These 
gentlemen pursued the course they did 
solely in deference to President E. M. 
Teall, of the board. Mr. Teall is an in- 
defatigable worker, a faithful servant of 
the Chicago Underwriters’ Association. 
He has saved the organization from em- 
barrassment on many occasions by his 
sound sense and conservatism. The 
members realize this, and as the presi- 
dent fought vigorously any curtailment 





14 


in the outlay for the board’s expenses, 
they came to his support. The question 
may come up at the next quarterly ses- 
sion of the board, and if it does, there 
will be a sharp line of division. 

The Chicago board members do some 
very ridiculous things on the spur of the 
moment, and then afterward, they see 
how extremely silly they appear to the 
outside world. Last week, at a meet- 
ing, Marshall Field & Co., the famous 
wholesale and department store firm, 
sent a letter asking that they be allowed 
a ten per cent rebate in form of a com- 
mission. They argued that several large 
firms had their insurance placed through 
one or more agencies, and these agents 
write as much as they can in their own 
companies and then give the rest out 
to other agents who receive ten per cent 
commission on it. The firm also averred 
that it paid its premiums cash down, 
while several large firms, who placed 
their insurance through agents or brok- 
ers, were allowed considerable time to 
remit. Hence, the communicated ar- 
gued, the firm of Marshall Field & Co. | 
should be allowed the ten per cent re- 
bate. A motion was made to allow it, 
and this was followed by another to 
allow the same to all mercantile firms 
who place their insurance direct. It was 
on the point of carrying when some one 
rose to a point of order, and it was re- 
ferred to the executive committee. Now 
the members see how ridiculous it all 
seems, and yet some still advocate such 
a measure, and it will come up at the 
next meeting. The brokers are all 
aroused, for such a rule would prove 
disastrous to them, as several large mer- | 
cantile lines are controlled by them. | 


Most companies will find some profit 
on February business, as fires were 
comparatively light. Receipts, however, 
have fallen off. Agents find consider- 
able trouble in collecting premiums and 
cancellations owing to this have been 
heavy. Insurance on stocks of all 
kinds, warehouse contents and some 
manufacturer’s products has been scaled 
to an alarming degree. Insurance on 
buildings has kept up fairly well. 


Finch’s Digest, published by the 
Rough Notes, of Indianapolis, is out, 
and will receive a place in many an in- 
surance library during the few coming | 
months. Without doubt it is now the 
best digest published. 


The fire insurance charts are now all 
out, and those of the /surance World 
and Argus show up particularly well. 
The Wor/d's chart, while only published 
a few years, has already gained a reputa- 
tion for accuracy and convenience of ar- 
rangement equal to any. 


An Ironton paper says that at a recent 
fire at which there was considerable | 
coffee damaged, which the insurance | 
companies paid for, the coffee was turned | 
over to the town trustees who distributed | 
it among the poor. 
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MOST SENSATIONAL CASE. 


Workings of an Alleged Gang of Incendia- 
ries in the West Exposed. 


Good Work by Insurance [len. 

What will undoubtedly prove to be 
one of the most sensational and deep- 
laid attempts to defraud insurance com- 
panies, by perpetrating arson, in the 
annals of the West, has been, or is being, 
developed at Wheeling, W. Va. The 
case is one involving so many people 
known to the insurance fraternity, and 


bears the ear-marks of being only one | 


of several attempts to swindle compa- 
nies by an organized gang of incendia- 
ries, that a synopsis of the developments 
so far made is not out of place here. 
Among those who are being mentioned 
in connection with the case are Sieg. 
Timberg, Jr., the notorious broker and 
Lloyds man of New York; F. M. Swift, 
or F. M. Smith, of Chicago, who has re- 
ceived notice heretofore; F. G. Cowie, 
of Chicago, who up to a year ago was a 


special detective for the companies in | 


arson cases, but who then fell from favor ; 
G. W. Shippey & Co., which is believed 
to be an alias for members of the gang, 
and J. W. Wyman. 

The whole train of discoveries was 
started when A. N. Evans, special agent 
of the Rhode Island Underwriters, on 
his arrival in Wheeling Wednesday eve- 
ning, February 24th, was consulted for 
advice by Agent Rice about a risk he 
had written a few days previously in the 
Westchester for a stranger who gave his 
nameas William Eaton. The policy was 


on stock of druggists’ and grocers’ sun- | 


dries, tinners’ supplies, etc., and he had 
grown suspicious and wanted to cancel 
off, but could not, as assured had left 
town and would not return for several 
days. 


His suspicions were aroused by | 


Eaton misrepresenting the insurance he | 


had secured from the various agents, giv- 


ing it out that he had less than he really | 


did. By an accident it was discovered 
that several agents had lines, making a 
total insurance of $7,500, in policies of 
$1,500 each, in the Continental, Fire As- 
sociation, Westchester, London Assur- 
ance and Reading. Mr. Evans, while 
not on the risk himself, telt very much 
interested in what the agent told him by 
reason of what he knew of almost an 
exactly similar case at Xenia, O., about 
a yearago. The Xenia case was also 
very interesting and may be mentioned. 


-s + 


About March 1, 1896, a man giving 
the name of John H. Price, principal, 
and F. M. Swift, clerk, came to Xenia 
and rented a store-room, advertising to 
open for business April 4th. The stock 
consisted of novelties in glassware, tin- 
ware, hardware and five and ten-cent 
goods. The fire occurred March 26th, 


and the stock was partially destroyed. 
The insurance was all placed by a New 


York broker, believed now to have been 
Sieg. Tynberg, Jr., and was in the Lloyds. 
On the day of the fire F. G. Cowie reg- 
istered at the Xenia Hotel, and the pre- 
vious evening, it is alleged, was seen at 
the Neil House, Columbus, in company 
with John H. Price, the supposed owner 
of the goods. Cowie at one time was a 
detective for the companies in the North- 
west, but for the past year there have 
been numerous rumors as to his connec- 
tions and doings. When the loss came 
to be adjusted, Cowie was there and as- 
sisted two men from New York in the 
work who registered as Sieg. Tynberg, 
Jr., and J. Wyman. After the loss was 
adjusted Price presented to the Xenia 
National Bank, with which he had been 
doing business, proof of loss with draft 
for $2,300 attached, and which he wished 
to check against to about $1,800; but 
acting on the advice of a Xenia local 
agent,the bank refused. The draft was 
on a New York Lloyds. All the parties 
then disappeared from Xenia, leaving 
the damaged stock under a sheriff's at- 
tachment for storerent. Later the check 
drawn on the Xenia bank was received 
and protested. At the time the special 
agents and people interested could not 
reconcile the fact that Cowie, whom they 
believed to be in the employ of the com- 
panies, was apparently working hand in 


| glove with Tynberg and Price, but when 





it was learned that he had fallen from 
grace with the companies their suspi- 
cions were aroused. Nothing was heard 
from the gang until a few weeks ago, 
when Swift, Price’s clerk, wired the man 
in whose charge the damaged stock was 
left, to sell part and give the proceeds 
to the clerks who had been left unpaid. 
A few days later a letter came from Bos- 
ton stating he would be in Xeniaina 
few days, and instructing that the re- 
mainder of the goods be packed in bar- 
rels. Henever turned up, and the goods, 
bearing the shipping mark of G. W. 
Shippey & Co., are now at Xenia. It 
will be noted that Mr. Evans found in 
the ruins of the building at Wheeling an 
envelope addressed to the same firm, at 
68 Water street, Chicago, showing there 
is a connection of some kind between 
the two fires. 

Mr. Evans, after recalling the Xenia 
case to mind, became convinced then and 
there that the same gang was interested 
in both Xenia and Wheeling, and he 
strongly advised Mr. Rice, the Wheeling 
agent, to hire a man to watch the premi- 
ses until “Eaton” retured. 

Mr. Rice did not think this necessary, 
but the two finally agreed to walk up to 
the store, and did so about 10 Pp. M. 
Everything seemed to convince Mr. 
Evans that his suspicions were well 
founded, and he tried to prevail on Mr. 
Rice to get the police or fire department 
to force an entrance so that an investiga- 
tion might be made;-but on account of 
the close proximity of the fire depart- 
ment in case of fire, Mr. Rice did not 
consider this necessary. Mr. Evans then 








i i ae i a ee 





=“ 


~ rr 





expressed his belief that the fire would 
occur before morning, and ventured the 
statement that if it did, in some way con- 
nected with the affair would be found 
the name of F. M. Swift, or F. M. Smith, 
of Chicago, and — that of Sieg. 
Tynberg, Jr., of New York. Four hours 
later the fire occurred sure enough, hav- 
ing been discovered in the second story, 
where the stock was supposed to be 
stored. The stock was damaged seri- 
ously, and it proved to consist of about 
$300 worth of wooden plates with fly- 
paper attached, a few cases of tin pot 
lids, tin can lids, etc. The insurance 
was $7,500. The next day Mr. Evans 
went through the ruins, and in the de- 
bris found a large case of waste paper 
and rubbish. In this he turned up a 
blank letter head of Sieg. Tynberg, Jr., 
a stamped envelope addressed to F. M. 
Smith, and also one to G. W. Shippey 
& Co., both 68 South Water Street, Chi- 
cago, a telegraph blank envelope, ad- 
dressed to F. M. Smith, and also sev- 
eral other wrappers and envelopes ad- 
dressed to parties at the same number. 

The description of Swift or Smith as 
given by Xenia parties, the East Liver- 
pool papers (where it is said he went to 
buy the stock of goods of the Dresden 
Pottery works), and the Wheeling 
papers, tallies in all respects. The 
Dresden Pottery shipped under his in- 
structions to Geo. W. Shippey & Co., 
68 Water street, Chicago, several casks 
at $10 each, in May °'96, for which he 
paid in advance. Three months later 
the railway company notified the Pottery 
that unless goods were removed from 
their depot they would be sold for stor- 
age. The goods shipped were a damaged 
lot and were given at a reduced price. 
Shippey & Co. claimed to be sales 
agents or commission men, but their 
whole course denies this. Commission 
men are not in the habit of paying cash 
and then leaving goods at the depot 
uncalled for. An investigation by the 
authorities at Chicago, of 68 Water 
street, would doubtless be prolific of 
results. When Eaton arrived in Wheel- 
ing he leased the store, saying he was 
going into business as manufacturers’ 
agent. He at once secured his insur- 
ance, placing it with the Rogers’ agency, 
W. R. Rice & Co, and the Morgan 
agency. The Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company and the Mathison agency re- 
fused to accept any business from Eaton 
when he called, and, in fact, the day 
before the fire all the agents on had 
prepared notices of cancellation which 
they intended to serve on Eaton as soon 


as he returned to the city. As soon 
as the fire occurred an attempt was 
made to find “Eaton,” and it was 


first whispered he was in the city, but 
he was later located at Pittsburg where 
he had been since Monday. He was 
on the point of being arrested at his 
hotel in Pittsburg, but he boldly returned 
to Wheeling Wednesday night It is 
plain that Eaton himself did not fire 


| 
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the building, and it is believed that he 
has one or more confederates in Wheel- 
ing. When Eaton returned, he made 


| the remarkable statement that the in- 


| surance would not cover his loss. He 


| has made his formal claim on the com- | 


panies, though it is not believed he will 
stay to press it after learning that so 
much of his affairs are public property. 


One of the most startling features of 
the case, which will be fully developed 


| in a few days, is the alleged connection 


with a case at Huntington, West Vir- 


| ginia, and the revival of the name of 


T. G. Cowie and others. The Central 
Trading Company of Huntington, of 


| which a man named Smith is secretary, 


| negotiated with W. 


and who is understood to have first 
D. Johnson, agent 
of the Turner estate in Wheeling, for 
the rent of the store for Eaton, had a 
queer fire a few weeks ago, on which 
there was insurance of $2,000 in a 
Wheeling agency. The companies had 
first refused to insure the property in 
the name of the Central Trading Co., 
on account of the poor commercial 


| rating of the concern and for other 


causes, but the risk was finally slipped 


| through it the name of Mollie Kohn. | 
| The companies, rather than enter a law 


suit, paid three-fourths of the claim in 
full settlement, though the fire was very 
suspicious. When the agent returned to 
Wheeling from Huntington, he was 
surprised to receive a letter from a man 
in Chicago, an insurance inspector who, 
the Wheeling papers are told, 
veritable “Old Sleuth” 
incendiaries, making a proposition that 
he should receive half of all he could 


is a| 
in running down | 


collect back from the Kohn settlement. | 


The proposition was accepted and a 


short time after the agent received $175 | 


' on each $1,000 paid. The “Old Sleuth” 
explained that he had secured the 
money, from happening to know that 


one of the officers of the Central Trading 
Co. had at one time served a term in 
the Illinois penitentiary for arson on a 
conviction that he had put through. 
Rather than be exposed 
“gave up” to the detective. It is not 
learned which official this man was, but 
Smith, who was the companion for 
several days of Eaton, in Wheeling, is 
one of the officers, and it is believed he 
is the one referred to. The circum- 
stances point strongly to T. G. Cowie, as 
the ‘‘Old Sleuth” referred to, and his 
apparent connection with the Xenia 
case gives rise to the suspicion that he is 
working the scheme of keeping tab on 
the incendiaries and milking them, 
under the pressure which he is able to 
bring to bear from his knowledge of 
their affairs. 


The history of both the Xenia and 
Wheeling cases suggests the theory that 
in the Xenia case the scheme was simply 
to get through a fictitious claim on the 
Broadway Lloyds, of which Tynberg was 
at that time attorney, and Cowie, having 


| heard of it, came on to Xenia to see what 


the official | 
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he could get out of it. This is alse sup- 
posed to be the case with the Huniington 
loss, but that, being in regular companies, 
had to be worked in a different manner. 
It is not believed yet that Cowie is doing 
anything more than working a smooth 
deal, or that he has made himself crimi- 
nally liable. The case, as recounted 
above, has all the earmarks of the plan 
of an infamous gang of incendiaries, or- 
ganized with headquarters at Chicago, 
with the purpose of defrauding insurance 
companies. The case is certainly one of 
the most interesting and important that 
has occurred in the West in years. It 
certainly reflects great credit on Mr. 
Evans, and he has done the companies a 
valuable service in pursuing his investi- 
gations in the painstaking and energetic 
way he has. 


Wheeling Agents’ Lament. 

The following, ‘tearfully dedicated to 
the Wheeling insurance fraternity,”’ out 
of consideration to the writer, is given 
space only because it is sent us anony- 
mously. 

EATON. 
Ist. SPASM. 

A man by name of Eaton came 

ing one day, 

To start up the business of beatin’ 

make insurance companies pay. 
2ND, DITTO. 

Of insurance he soon secured plenty from 

agents in our town, 

Then left for Pittsburg at one twenty to be 

absent when the house burned down. 
3RD, ALSO. 

The amount of insurance was large, the 

visible stock very small, 

Which made Rodgers, Rice, Morgan quite 

nervous, and they were sorry they 
wrote it at all. 


to Wheel- 


and 


NEXT. 
Then began quite a lively hustle by agents 
to get policies back, 
But Eaton had sailed for Pittsburg by way 
of the Panhandle track. 
1TH. 
Then the chief of police was advised to 
keep a sharp watch on the store ; 
He promised to do all he could, he really 
couldn’t do more. 
OTH. 
But Eaton had the business down pat, and 
worked his game quite fine. 
He fooled all the agents and police as well, 
and the fire occurred on time. 
P. S.—More will follow after the loss has 
been adjusted and PAID. 





OHIO NOTES. 

Harmon C. Dakin succeeds Dakin & 
Dakin, local agents at Lebanon, Ohio. 

The German Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Indianapolis, formerly the Ger- 
man Mutual Insurance Co., has entered 
Ohiv. Its assets are $371,541, capital 
$100,000, and surplus $215,390. 

A local paper at Portland, Indiana, 
says,‘ Thescheme inaugurated among the 
farmers of this county to obtain insur- 
ance at a cheaper rate than is now given 
by the board companies has at last borne 
fruit, and Saturday afternoon the organi- 
zation of the Farmers’ Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company of Jay County, 
Indiana, was completed.’’ We hope the 
cheap insurance of farm property will 
not prove a “jay’’ company like the jay 
county in which it is located. 
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Latest from Detroit. 


The Detroit situation continues still 
unsettled. The companies were given 
until March Ist, to decide with whom 
they were going to stay, but at a meeting 
held February 23rd, it was decided to 
extend the time another month. About 
thirty-five companies positively refuse to 
go in under the new arrange._ent. About 
forty agents have signed, but there are 
as many still out, and the cause of the 
reformers looks very blue. Among other 
things the new rules prescribe that com- 
panies whose agents are in the club shall 
also be subscribers to the Michigan In- 
spection Bureau. An interesting point 
which will come up if the new rules go 
through, is, how companies which have 
paid in advance their assessments to the 
Inspection Bureau, can be prevented 
from getting the rates if they have paid 
for them. A company that places its 
supplies with an agent not a member of 
the club and persists in receiving the 
rates it has paid for, will prove a Chinese 
puzzle to the workers in the reform 
movement. One feature of the new con- 
stitution is that each member shall de- 
posit as a gurantee of good faith the sum 
of fifty dollars. Two articles of the con- 
stitution which have been the subjects 
of much discussion are: 

ARTICLE IV. From and after March Ist, 
1897, no member of this club shall represent 
any company which has any agent within 
the jurisdiction of this club who is not a 
member of this club; nor any company 


which has more than three agents within the | 


limits of the city of Detroit, nor more than 
two agents in the townships named, but said 
township agents shall be debarred from 
writing Detroit city risks. 

Section VII. Any member of this club 
who shall return, or make promise of return 
of any part of a premium, or who shall pay 
or allow a commission, bonus, gift or other 
consideration, directly or-indirectly to any 
party other than a member of this club, or 
to a solicitor regularly in the employ of the 
member paying such a commission; the party 
so offending shall, upon complaint and proof 
thereof, forfeit and pay to the treasurer of 
the club an amount equal to fifty per cent of 
the premium named in such policy; provided, 


however, that in no case shall the fine be | 


less than ten dollars, which fine, if not 
otherwise paid within thirty days, shall be 
deducted from the amount of the deposit 
(specified in SrcTION III) of the offending 
member. 


Detroit Agency Change. 


The old established local agency at 
Detroit of J. C. Burton & Son, has been 
purchased by E. A. Waterfall, who has 
consolidated his own with it, making 
one of the prominent agencies of the 
city. 
and good standing in Detroit insure the 
rapid growth of his business. 

Mr. Victor P. Gaukler, who recently 
succeeded to the Detroit agency business 
of Charles L. Clark & Co., represents a 
considerable number of companies, and 
is bringing his agency to the front. He 





Mr. Waterfall’s long acquaintance | 


was the “Company”’ of the old firm, and, | 
though a young man, has had full charge 


of its 
years. 


insurance business for several 
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velopments in the plate glass insurance 
field, Manager F. G. Voss of the Frank- 


fort Marine, Accident and Plate Glass in | 
Massachusetts arranging to make the 


$200,000 deposit in that state. Thus 
the company will be put in a stronger 


light before the country than before. It | 


has had $100,000 in Oregon, but as | 


everyone acquainted with facts knows, 
deposits in that state are very unstable 
and shady. This has been taken ad- 
vantage of by rival companies. The 
Frankfort now will enter the race well- 
equipped. The company will apply for 
admission into nearly all the Western 
and Eastern states to do a liability, plate 
glass, personal accident and steam boiler 
business. It will operate outside of all 
compacts. The Central Accident Insur- 
ance Company, Pittsburg, is entering the 
West to write plate glass and personal 
accident, and it too will not enter any 
compact. This company, however, will 
observe tariff rates. The Western In- 
surance Company of Aurora, IIl., has 
now had its $100,000 capital paid in and 
will make a special drive for plate glass 
business. It will likely branch out into 
other states. In Chicago the company 
will be a disturbing factor in plate glass 
circles. It has been put into the hands 
of Nichols and Newberry, a most enter- 
prising firm who promise to make it 
warm for compact companies. 


It is rumored there is considerable dis- 
ruption at the home office of the United 
States Casualty Company. The board of 
directors met February 17th to elect 
officers, but adjourned unable to agree. 
B. F. Tracy, the President, wishes to 
resign and refuses to continue. They 
adjourned to meet subject to the call of 
the chairman. It is understood that the 
present officers who recently resigned 
are only there on probation until they 
are elected by the board of directors. 
The trouble seems to be that each man 
has a knife up his sleeve for the other. 
John A. McCall, whose name gave the 
company much strength, has resigned as 
a director. 
is hard to predict. 





What the outcome will be | 


Is it possible, as has been rumored, | 


that the Atna Indemnity Company 
has been organized for the purpose of 


taking over the liability business of the | 
Travelers, as we have several times been | 


informed that the Travelers intends quit- 
ting the liability business? There has 


been considerable speculation as to what | 


the real purpose of the new company is, 
and itis now understood that the Hart- 
ford Steam Boiler people as well as some 
of the stockholders of the Travelers, are 
largely interested in the new Indemnity 
Company. 


The resignation of E. P. Knipe as 
special agent of the Travelers Insurance 
Company at the home office in Hartford, 


to take the state agency for New York of 
the Inter-State Casualty, brings to mind 
the conditions under which he came to 
go with the Travelers. Mr. Knipe was 
traveling auditor of the United States 
Mutual, and when the Travelers made 
the raid on its business and agentsshortly 
before its failure, Mr. Knipe went with 
it upon what is understood to have been 
the personal promise of President Batter- 
son to give him the exclusive manager- 
ship of the whole state of New York. 
After the deal went through this promise 
was not kept, and Mr. Knipe took a 
traveling position at the home office. It 
was rather understood that when Mr. 
Holmes left the Travelers to become 
secretary and manager of the Inter-State, 
Mr. Knipe would soon follow him, and 
his change is no great surprise. There 
have been a great many withdrawals 
from the Travelers of those who were 
expected to have been provided for by 
helping tranefer United States Mutual 


business. It is charged by many that 
the Travelers has not carried out its 
promises to them to the letter. Mr. 


Knipe’s instance is said to be only one 
of many. 
Peculiar Accident Case. 

The case of ex-auditor Ramage of Dela- 
ware, Ohio, in which he sued the Trav- 
elers and Aetna Accident for $3,333 and 
$800 respectively, has been settled by the 
companies paying in full. Mr. Ramage’s 
accident was a peculiar one. While wait- 
ing for a Big Four train he was sand- 
bagged and left on the track, where he 
was run over and his right hand and leg 
injured by a passing train. 

External Injuries. 

A case where the provision in the pol- 
icy as to external injuries comes into 
question, is in the Illinois appelate court. 
R. A. Bristol of Paris, had a policy in the 
Metropolitan Accident Association, and 
endeavored to lift a pump from one side 
of a we!l to the other, injuring himself 
internally. The case was first decided 
against the company, but the upper court 
has now granted a new trial. 

Advance in Burglary Rates. 

The burglary insurance companies in 
the compact have raised the rates on 
dwellings on the plea that under the old 
rates business was conducted at a loss. 
The /xter-Ocean says rates will also be 
raised on other lines and that a uniform 
policy for all forms will be adopted. It 
is said solicitors are endeavoring to date 
policies back previous to the date at 
which the new rates went into force. 


Manager of Agents J. B. Arnold. 

Mr. J. B. Arnold, manager of agents 
of the A%tna Life Insurance Company, 
Accident Department, has spent the past 
three days in Cincinnati, visiting the 
Ohio manager, M.C. Long. Mr. Arnold, 
it will be remembered, was formerly su- 
perintendent of agents and comptroller 
of the United States Mutual. Since the 


downfall of that institution he has met 
with the most phenomenal success in 
transferring almost the entire agency 
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force of the United States Mutual to the 
Zitna Life Insurance Company. The 
Etna Life Insurance Company is to be 


| 


congratulated upon securing so able a | 


manager. 
National Surety in Cincinnati. 


The vacancy in the management of the 
Cincinnati office of the National Surety | 


Company, caused by the death recently 
of Miller Boyden, has been filled. Chas. 
A. Dean, general manager of the com- 
pany, was in the city last week and 
appointed Daniel F. Wilson as manager 
of the office. Mr: Wilson has been con- 
nected with the company in Cincinnati 
for some time. 


Unjust Attack on Union Casualty. 


Several discrediting statements have | 


appeared in New York and Chicago daily 
papers, in regard to the Union Casualty’s 
treatment of a claim of John M. Ander- 
son & Co., of St. Louis, for damage 
caused under a sprinkler policy in the 
latter's store. It would appear that these 





reports are not fair to the company, as | 


shown by the following explanation made 
by General Superintendent Gaty: 


‘‘These dispatches refer to a claim for | 


$38.70 made by J. M. Anderson & Co., gro- 
cers at 810 Spruce street, St. Louis, which is 
for damage caused to some canned goods by 
condensed steam leaking from a joint of pipe 
connected with their radiator system lead- 
ing toa sprinkler tank and designed to keep 
the water from freezing. This pipe was, in 
no sense, a part of the sprinkler system, 
being used only in cold weather, and as the 
water which did the damage was admittedly 
condensed steam from the radiator pipes 
only, a claim for damages caused by the 
leaking of a hot water boiler or a radiator 
would be quite as reasonable. Messrs. An- 
derson & Co., after the claim was first made 
admitted this fact and we supposed the mat- 
ter was dropped. We are informed that Mr. 
Frank Maginn, of Maginn & Hollman, the 
agents who placed the policy with us, after- 
wards visited the insured and said that he 
would * get’? the claim paid. Mr. Maginn, 
on a visit to this office, said unless the claim 
was paid he would cancel every policy he 
had with this company. I told him the case 
would be considered solely on its merits, and 
that no ‘‘sandbagging’’ tactics would do 
any good. This company will resist this 
claim solely on principle. 
in the courts, nor has any litigation been 
commenced or even suggested by any one 
save the correspondents of these papers.’’ 

Secretary Clardy supplements the 
above by explaining that when the claim 
was first presented to the company it 
was accompanied by a bill of items show- 
ing an aggregate loss of $36.94. Shortly 
after this there was received from the 
assured proof of loss itemized as before, 
showing aggregate damage of $38.70. 
On the 24th of February, there was pre- 
sented the third demand for payment of 
this claim, in which the total damage 
was set at $57.40. While there is no 
geometrical progression in these in- 
creases, yet at the same ratio of increase 
It will not be long before the claim 
amounts to several hundred dollars. I 
beg to state that no legal proceedings 
have been instituted against the com- 
pany fora recovery of the amounts set 
forth. If suit is instituted the company 
feels assured that it has grounds to de- 
feat the claim. 





The matter is not | 
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IN THE INDUSTRIAL FIELD. 


The Prudential has made a radica! de- 
parture in its industrial agency contracts. 
tach agent has had his contract amended 
so as to include ordinary business, and 
under the new form he becomes a gen- 
eral agent of the company with a ten- 
year renewal contract of five per cent. 
First year commissions range from 20 to 
55 per cent, according to the forms of 
policy. This arrangement is a strong 
inducement to an agent to make his 
future with the company. He can by it 
build up for himself a paying business 
with a steady income. It is bound to 
prove a winner for the Prudential. 


The Prudential at Dayton is preparing 
to move into the new ten-story Reibold 
building, where handsome quarters will 
be fitted up with W. F. Nuttall in charge 
as superintendent and general agent. 


It is understood the Prudential is much 
more liberal this year than last in paying 
for the office and incidental expenses of 
its various districts, possibly from the 
fact that each superintendent has fuller 
charge of the ordinary branch than here- 
tofore. In fact it is understood the policy 
of the company will be to bring the two 
departments somewhat closer to each 
other than has been the case in the past. 


The Prudential, instead of offering 
prizes for increase, is said to be holding 
out all the inducements for general good 
condition of accounts and collections. 
This would seem to be much the wiser 
course and the only one that can be pur- 
sued which will result in permanent bene- 
fit. Forced business does not pay. 

It is understood that the John Han- 
cock is contemplating opening its indus- 
trial branch in Ohio, where it has here- 
tofore conducted only the ordinary bus- 
iness. The company has a well estab- 
lished business in Detroit, also in 
Louis, and it is believed Ohio offers a 
wide field. 
Toledo will be opened first and the 
industrial branch may be confined to 
that city in Ohio. That, at any rate is 
the place where the experiment will be 
made, if at all. 

Field Changes. 
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 
Western and Southern.—W.H. Harris, 

appointed assistant at Washington C. H., 
Ohio. He was formerly with the Pru- 
dential at Louisville. IL. Clark Davis, 
superintendent at Cleveland, formerly 
superintendent Prudential at Louisville. 

Prudential—Agent J. P. Duvall, to 

assistant at Dayton. 
TRANSFERS. 

Western and Southern,—Assistant S. 
E. Beery, from Washington C. H. to 
Columbus; W. F. Winter, superintend- 
ent at Mansfield to assistant at Day- 
ton; superintendent John Sharman from 
Cleveland to Mansfield. 


St. | 


It is stated as probable that | 


7 


The Prudential has established an as- 
sistancy in Salem, Ohio, and placed it in 
charge of A. J. Beal. Salem is in the 
Youngstown district which is in charge 
of S. C. Johnson. 


THE OHIO FIRE LOSS. 

Not! Agents will confer a favor by reporting losses 
with companies and amounts 

YOUNGSTOWN,.—Infirmary and courthouse 
under general form; infirmary only burned: 
Phoenix, Hart., $4,000; Queen, H,000; Home, 
$4,000; Hartford, $4,000; Royal, $4,000; Ins. 
Co. of N. A., $4,000; Western, Tor., $4,000; 
Northern, $4,000; Connecticut, $4,000; Penn- 
sylvania, $4,000; Commercial, Cin., $1,500; 
Spring Garden, $4,000; L. & L. & G., $4,000; 
National, Hart., $4,000; North B. & M., 34,000; 
American, Pa., $2,000; Lond. & Lanc., $2,500; 


N. Y. Underwrit., $2,000; Firemans Fund, 
$2,000; Reliance, $3,000; Columbia, Dayt., 
$3,000; Caledonian, $2,000; Milw. Mechs’., 
32,000; Greenwich, $2,000; Proy., Wash., 


$2,000; Buffalo German, 33,000; Royal, $3,000; 
Mfrs. & Merch., Pa., $2,000 

Pioua, Feb. 26.—National Linseed Co.’s 
oil mill, used for storage. Stock, loss $27,000: 
Royal, $2,500; Williamsburg City, $2,500; 
New Hampshire, $2,500; Continental, $2,500; 
Proyv., Wash., $2,500; Cincinnati Und., $2,500; 
Caledonian, $2,500; Northern, $2,500; Spring- 
field, $2,500, 

Building placed by George M. Harvey & 
€o., Chicago, total loss. 


. 
< 


The Lake Shore elevator loss at To- 
ledo, which occurred February 19, means 
a loss to insurance companies of over 
$100,000. The capacity of the elevator 
was 325,000 bushels, and it was nearly 
full. All the grain losses were closed by 
the adjusters last week. The grain saved 
from the fire in a damaged condition was 
sold to Churchill & Co., of Toledo, for 
$9,700 cash. It is understood that one 
or two companies that imagined they 
were on the loss for large amounts, which 
they had just accepted, found that the 
grain they had insured was still in tran- 
sit on the cars, and therefore escaped 
destruction. On the other hand, the 
Hartford $10,000 policy and the Victoria 
$5,000 policy were issued the same day 
of the fire. The elevator was insured 
for $60,000, and was valued at $75,000. 
The loss is total: 

Union of Eng., $6,000; Western, $2,500; 
Norwich Union, $1,500; United Firemen’s, 
$1,000; Pheenix, $1,000; Norwood, $2,000; 
Commercial, Cin., $1,000; Globe, $2,500; 
Queen, $1,500; North American, $1,500; Fire 
Ass'n, $1,000; Scottish Union, $2,500; Lon- 
don Assur., $1,500; Hanover, $1,500; Liv. & 
Lon, & Gl., $2,500; National, $2,500; Lon. & 
Lanc., $2,500; Orient, $1,500; St. Paul, $1,500; 
Northern, $1,000; Citizens’, _ $1,000; Nat’l 
Standard, $2,500; Hartford, 33,000; Home, 
$4,000; Phila. Und., $2.000; Royal, $2,500; 
Phoenix, $3,000; Firemen’s, $1,000; Lanca- 
shire, $1,500, 

The Toledo grain firms were interested 
as follows: 

King & Co.: L. & L. 
Reynolds Brothers (48 per cent): 
$10,000; Victoria, $5,000; A€tna, 
Commerce, $2,500; Orient, $1,000; 
surance, $5,000; State of Penna. 

Commercial, $5,000; total, $43,000. 

Carrington & Brigham (total): Union, 
$5,000; Norwich Union, $5,000; INorthern, 
$5,000; Western, $5,000; Phoenix, $7,500; St. 
Paul, $2 500; total, $30,000, 

Paddock, Hodge & Co. (70 per cent): Lon. 
& Lan., $5,000; N. Y. Under., $3,000; German- 
American, $5,000; Mercantile, $1,000; total, 
$1 1.000, 


& G., 32,000, 

Hartfod, 
$10,500; 

Fire As- 
$4,000; 
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J. F. Zahm & Co. (small): Citizens’, $2,000. 

Churchill & Co,.(60 per cent): Pacific, $2,000. 

W.A. Rundell & Co. (60 per cent): Commer- 
cial Union, $500, 

H. W. Devore & Co.: 
$125. 

Southworth & Co. (33 per cent): 
Fund, $5,000. 

J. J. Coon (60 per cent): 

LANCASTER.—Medical Institute; adjusted. 
Building, L. & L. & G., $1,342; household 
goods, Franklin, O., 3500, total. 

ARLINGTON, Feb. 2.—J. W. Crates, dry 
goods, groceries, etc.; Mansfield Mutual, 
$800; People’s Mut., $800; A€tna, $500; Sun, 


Commercial Union, 
Firemans 


Caledonian, $500. 


$300. Total, $2,400. Dwelling, Ohio Far- 
mers’, $600, loss $20. 
Godfrey Crates, furniture; Connecticut, 


S400. 

Florence Riegle, millinery, no insurance. 

Building, Maria Huber; Sun, $900. 

Weidman Bros.; building, Atna $500; 
stock (hardware), Detroit F. & F. $1,000; 
Mer. & Man. Mut., O., $500. 

Houdeshell, residence; 
$800, loss $87. 

The loss on the Diamond Portland 
Cement Company’s plant at Middle- 
branch, near Canton, Saturday, is nearly 
total. The line was controlled by C. A. 
Post, the Cleveland agent, and the poli- 
cies were all written in Cleveland: 

Ger.-Amer., $2,000; Ins. Co. of N. A., 32,500; 
Orient, $1,000: Pennsylvania, $2,500; Nat’l 
Standard, $2,500; Traders’, $2,500; St. Paul, 
$1,000; N. Y. Und., $8,000; American, Pa., 
$1,500; National, Conn., $2,500; Hartford, 
$2,000; Norwood, $1,000; Scot. U. & N., $4,000; 
Niagara, $2,000; Hanover, $2,000; Mutual, 
N. Y., $1,000; L. & L. & G., $1,500; Sun, $2,000; 
Phila. Und., $2,500; Merch. & Mfrs., Md., 


North America 


$1,000; Fire Association, $2,500; Cincinnati, 
$1,250; Western, Ont., 31,500; Lancashire, 
$2,000; German, W. Va., $1,000; Norwich 


Union, $2,500; R. I. Und., $1,000; Caledonian, 
$2,500; Northern $2,000; Conn., $2,000; West- 
chester, $1,000; Mutual, N. Y., $1,000; Prov.- 
Wash., $1,5000; Imperial, $2,000; Com’l; Cin., 
$1,000; AStna, $2,500; Spring Garden, $1,000; 
Amer. Cent., $1,000; Mil. Mech., $1,000; Ger- 
mania, Va., $1,500; Quebec, $1,500; State, Pa., 
$1,500. 

SOMERFORD.— Evans Hotel 
Farmers, $2,500. 

The fire at Wheeling which burned 
Wm. Eaton’s stock, also damaged the 
wholesale and retail millinery stock of 
Rice & Co., next door, 33 per cent of the 
insurance. As stated elsewhere, the fire 
is supposed to have been incendiary. So 
general, in fact, was the suspicion in 
Wheeling, that the day before the fire 
Mr. Rice being next door to Eaton 
placed $8,500 more in the Hartford, Lon- 
don, Citizens and Merchants, so as to be 
fully covered in case the expected hap- 


(total); Ohio 


pened. The companies on his loss are: 
Stock, Firemans Fund, $1,500; Prov. 
Wash., $1,500; St. Paul, $2,000; Phoenix 


Eng., $2,000; Lion, $2,000; Scottish U. & N., 
$2,000; Home, $3,000; Phila. Und., $2,000; 
Mercants N. J., $2,000; Citizens N. Y., $2,500; 
Lon. Assur., $2,000; Hartford, $2,000; total, 
$24,500. 

Fixtures, St. Paul, $500. 


American Casualty Echo. 
An echo of the old American Casualty 
came up recently, when the New York 


| 





GENERAL LATE NEWS. 


Attorney General [lonett Brings Suit. 


Attorney General Monett Tuesday 


| 


Mr. Myers in the necessary duties, so 
that when he will have to go it alone he 


_ will be prepared in a manner to handle 


the work as well as an experienced board 


| secretary. This is a very happy solution 


filed suits against the St. Paul Fire & | 


Marine and Home of New York, for vi- 
olation of the O’Neil law. ‘The suits, as 


| stated elsewhere, are brought at the in- 


| 


deputy attorney general rendered an | 


opinion that the New York department 
had no right to withold a statement of 
claims filed against the company’s de- 
posit in New York, from the receivers. 


stigation of the Dayton Auxiliary Fire 
Alarm Company, which is trying to get 
revenge for a fancied injury done it 
through the rate making of the Dayton 
board. 
press that Mr. Squire and his Lloyds are 
back of the movement, and furnishing 
the information on which the chargesare 
brought, those posted hardly believe this 
to be the case. While undoubtedly Mr. 
Squire and Mr. Monett have some un- 
derstanding and arrangement whereby 
charges might be brought, it is not be- 
lieved Mr. Squire is prepared to do any- 
thing of the kind just now. As far as 
the “information” is concerned, while it 
may have come from Dayton and Cleve- 
land sources, as stated, what information 
there is could have been secured as well 
in any other city in the state. 

No one denies that the agents in the 


While it is stated in the daily | 





various cities have formed local boards | 


for the purpose of regulating their busi- 
ness, and that they receive advisory rates 
from an independent bureau, which are 
usually adopted. If this is against the 
law it is time that agents and companies 
found it out. If the O’Neil, or any law, 
can be interpreted in this way, that law 
is unconstitutional, and it will only need 
a good test case to knock it out. Insur- 
ance rates are a commodity the same as 
commercial ratings, fire protection re- 
ports, etc., and there can be no law en- 
acted to prevent their sale. 


A One Year Contract. 

CLEVELAND, March 3.—It is stated 
that Wm. Hahn’s contract as partner 
in the firm of Squire, Hahn & App, is 
for one year, and at its expiration it will 
in all probability not be renewed. There 
is still a lull in the affairs of the Cleve- 
land Fire, and the conviction is growing 
that the organization will not be com- 
pleted. It is now stated that Mark 
Hanna, who was one of the incorpo- 
rators, has withdrawn entirely his con- 
nection with the company. 


Akron Situation Closed. 
The local board situation at Akron, 


of what might have been a serious breach 
in the Akron board. 





Columbus Agency Change. 

Roberts & Field syeceed as agent for 
several fire companies at Columbus, with 
offices in the M. & M. Bank block and 
the Eberly building, in which latter 
place Mr. Roberts is located as secretary 
of a prominent building and loan associ- 
ation. The idea ot the partnership is 
said to be to control the building associ- 
ation’s business and a large increase is ex- 
pected from the connection. The Colum- 
bus agency of the Citizens of Pittsburg 
has been transferred from Charles E. 
Bedwell to the new firm. 

Assessment Fire Decision. 

An important decision was rendered 
by the Ohio attorney general last week, 
limiting the right of the county and 
township assessment fire associations. 
Under the decision these associations 
have no right to insure halls belonging 
to the Patrons of Husbandry or similar 
farmers’ associations, nor make insurance 
on school houses, churches, grange 
halls, etc. 





National Surety of New York. 

The National Surety Co. has been 
organized in New York City with a 
capital of $590,000 and surplus of the 
same amount. It will take over the 
business of the National Surety of 
Kansas City. Charles A. Dean, vice- 
president of the Kansas City company 
will be president of the New York com- 
pany. Some of the strongest men of 


| New York will be on the directorate, 


| 


which has been agitating that town for | 
some time, is now settled, and Mr. Myers | 


will continue as secretary, to which posi- 
tion he was elected at the annual meet- 
ing recently, over A. L. Foster, the old 
secretary, who had acted in that capacity 
for several years. 


The new arrangement | 


provides that the town shall be rated by | 


the Ohio Inspection Bureau, and Mr. 
Foster will be employed to do the work, 
which will take four months. 


By the | 
time he is through he will have initiated 
\ 


among them John A. McCall, Wm. B. 
Hornblower, Chas. S. Fairchild, Perry 
Belmont, Roswell P. Flower, R. A. 
Cheesebrough and many other promi- 
nent men. Seventy-five per cent of the 
stock of the company has already been 
subscribed, and it will be ready for 
business May Ist. 


The Guarantors had not, at the time 
of going to press, received its license for 
1897 from the Ohio Insurance Depart- 
ment. There are some things in regard 
to the statement that Superintendent 
Matthews wants to know about. 


Herman LeRoy, superintendent of 
agencies of the Chicago Guaranty Fund 
Life Society, has resigned. In his notice 
he said he was convinced that the com- 
pany could make no progress under pres- 
ent conditions. 


W. H. Sage has appointed C. O. Gansel 
& Son of Cincinnati, and Barker, Frost & 
Co., of Toledo, agents for the ‘Yellow 
Kid,” the German Alliance Insurance 
Association. 


' 
' 


ITN 





Nederland [lay Retire. 

New York, March 3.—To-day’s /n- 
surance Press says that the United States 
management of the Nederland Life will 
probably make important announce- 
ments in a few days, affecting the possi- 
ble retirement of the company from the 
United States. Several New York com- 
panies are said to be making overtures 
for the reinsurance of the business. The 
company’s reason for giving up the 
struggle is said to be due to the high 
cost of getting business. It had in force 
January 1, $25,475,361. The company, 
instead of reinsuring, may decide to carry 
the risks already on the books to matur- 
ity. The withdrawal will cause general 
surprise, as it was thought it was doing 
a successful business. 





Latest From Cleveland. 


CLEVELAND, March 3.— New informa- 
tion and rumors come out every day in 
regard to the Cleveland Fire Insurance 
Company of Squire, Hahn & App. The 
rumor that Mr. Squire had started for 
Europe to raise English capital for the 
company is said to be true and that he 
got as far as New York, when he received 
a telegram from J. J. Sullivan, who was 
slated to be president, declaring his in- 
tention to have nothing to do with it 
either as officer or stockholder. Also 
that several other gentlemen very close 
to Mr. Sullivan, had come to the same 
determination. This enforced his re- 
turn. It is stated that New York parties, 
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represented by A. A. Lisman, have 
offered to raise $60,000 towards the 
stock, if they are given the exclusive 
New York agency. 

C. B. Squire has been appointed man- 
ager of the Guarantors for northern 
Ohio, succeeding George G. Brown, who 
goes to the home office as superintendent 
of agents. 





The German Alliance, the German 
American’s new company, has received 
its license. 

A. B. Brode, of Huntington, W. Va., 
has been appointed state agent of the 
Inter-State Casualty. 





“Bie Four” 


ROUTE. 
BEST LINE TO AND FROM 


TOLEDO AND DETROIT. 


All Points in Michigan. 


CHICAGO. 
“White City Special.” 
Best Terminal Station. 


ST. LOUIS. 


Avoiding the Tunnel. 


BOSTON. 


Wagner Sleeping Cars 


NEW YORK. 


Buffet Parlor Cars, Wagner Sleeping Cars, Private Com- | 


partment Cars, Elegant Coaches and Dining Cars 


Be sure your tickets read via ‘“‘ BIG FOUR 
E. 0. McCORMICK, D. B. MARTIN, 
Passenger Traffic Mgr. Gen. Pass. & Tkt. Agt 
CINCINNATI, O. 





19 

A. E. Hough, of Hillsboro, Ohio, re- 
cently editor of the Gazette, has taken a 
position with the Equitable Life, as man- 
ager of a portion of southern Ohio, with 
headquarters at Chillicothe. 

It is understood that the Life Insur- 
ance Clearing Company of St. Paul, has 
not yet applied for a renewal of its 
license in Ohio, and grave doubts are 
expressed as to whether it will do so. 

Mr. J. K. Demming, superintendent of 
the ticket department of the Standard 
Accident, resigned March Ist. The 
Standard is said to be retrenching on 
every hand, including particulerly, the 
salaries of all its officers. 


PROMINENT AGENTS. 
MYRON C. LONG, 


Manager Southern and Central Ohio 
——ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT,— 
ATNA LIFE INSURANCE CO., 


CAREW BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 


H. C. MEAD, 


Manager Southern Ohio 


THE SECURITY TRUST AND LIFE INSURANCE CO.., 


St. Paul Building, 








Cincinnati 


H. N. RENO, 


District Agent 


STANDARD ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO., 


500 Johnston Building, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





The Ohio Underwriter Sells Policy Labels 


And Sells Them Cheap. 


NWOtE Teese FeLoes -_ 


BLUE OR RED, ANY SHAPE OR STYLE. 


1000 - 


2500 = - 


. $2.75 5,000 . 
, $3.75 10,000 . 


a $5.50 


' $9.00 


If 5,000 are ordered at one time, they will be printed 


half in blue and half in red when desired. 


SAMPLES FREE. 


The Ohio Underwriter Co. 


Cincinnati, Obio. 








THIRTIETH ANNUAL STATEMENT 


OF THE 


Union Central Life Ins. Co. 


OF CINCINNATI, O., 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1896. 


ASSETS. 
Cash on hand and in banks. $ 360,920 08 
First Mortgage Loans on Real Estate 12,234,977 28 
Home Office and other Real Estate. 522,917 57 


Cash Loans on Company’ Policies. 
United States Bonds—market value. 
Premium Notes and Loans on Policies 
in force... ee Se 
Agents’ Balances and Cash Obligations. 
Net Deferred and Unreported Premiums 
Interest and Rents due and accrued 


1,648,716 33 
11,025 00 
855,063 86 
225,091 65 
197,793 76 
173,355 24 


Gross Assets, December 31, 1896. $16,529,860 77 


LIABILITIES. 


Reserve Fund, at Four per cent., and all other 
Obligations. $14,229,680 35 


Gross Surplus Four per cent. Standard $ 2,300,180 42 


RECEIPTS. 


3,326,175 38 


980 524 58 


Premiums.. 


Interest and Rents $4,315,699 96 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Death Claims, Matured Endowments, 
Dividends, and all other payments 


to Policy-holders.. .. § 1,349,511 94 
Commissions, Taxes, and all other dis- 
bursements. 1,052,723 19— $2,402,235 13 


POLICY ACCOUNT. 
Total number of Policies in force 52.955 
Total Amount Insured 93,898,215 00 


Policies Issued and Revived in 1896—13,186—insuring. $30,187,212 00 


CAINS IN (896. 


Gain in Income... 

Gain in Interest Receipts. 

Gain in Surplus. 

Gain in Membership 

Gain in Assets 

Gain in Amount of Insurance. 

Gain in Amount of New Business Written 


355,504 22 
140,061 54 
120,918 50 
2.83 
1,974,572 14 
9,647,937 00 
3,509,806 00 


OFFICERS. 
JOHN M. PATTISON, President. 


R. S. RUST, Vice-President. E. P. MARSHALL, Secretary and Actuary. 
J R. CLARK. Treasurer. W. L. DAVIS, Cashier. 
CLARK W. DAVIS, M. D., JOHN L. DAVIS. M. D., Medical Directors. 
RAMSEY, MAXWELL & RAMSEY, Counsel. 
M. W. TORREY, Assistant Actuary. 


DIRECTORS. 
John M. Pattison 
Prof. W. G. Williams 
R. Dymond 
J. R. Clark 
R. S. Rust, L. L. D. 
E. P. Marshall 
A. J. Sage, D. D. 
Wm. L. Davis 
Clifford B. Wright 
H. E. Holtzinger 
Robert Ramsey 
R. H. Rust, D. D. 
Clarence Murphy 


President Union Central Life 

Ohio Wes’n University, Delaware, O. 
Director First National Bank, Cincinnati 
Treasurer Union Central Life Insurance Co. 
Vice-President Union Central Life. 

Secretary Union Central Life Insurance Co. 
Cincinnati, O. 

Cashier Union Central Life Insurance Co 
Vice-President Ohio Valley National Bank, Cincinnati 
Ex-President Builders’ Exchange, Cincinnati 
Ramsey, Maxwell & Ramsey, Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati 


Probate Judge, Hamilton, 0. 
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PHOENIX MUTUAL 
Life Insurance Company, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


Assets, January Ist, 1896 
Surplus at four per cent... 
Total Payments to Policy-Holders, over. . 


$ 10,455,538.12 
578,557.12 
35,000,000.00 


The new plans of the Company are brief, clear and liberal. Life 
and Endowment Policies have endorsed upon them definite cash, loan 
and paid-up values, and in case of lapse, insurance is extended without 
action on the part of the insured. 

The new 10-20 Term Plan furnishes protection at a low price, 
and grants valuable privileges in case a change is desired to some other 
form of insurance. 

JONATHAN B. BUNCE, President. 
JOHN [l. HOLCOPIBE, Vice-President. 


CHARLES H. LAWRENCE, Secretary. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


APPLY TO 


Robert N. Fryer, 


GENERAL AGENT. CINCINNATI, O. 


THE MUTUAL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 
RICHARD A. McCURDY, President. 


STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1895: 


I oo dc pata ce bs Bio bas cab Was a ED hada cin Se $221,213,721 33 
I 2 ek a a ta ale 194,347,157 58 
IE oii 9 5 Face raws cdhunceesjenensutuscasaors, desea eked $26,866,563 75 
RS 0c) eee eee ee ne ..$48,597,430 51 


Total Paid Policyholders in 1895... .............. $23,126,728 45 


Insurance and Annuities in force 
Net gain in 1895 


bobuchucuseneee $899,074,453 78 
Sua Na raat animak sah satleWak Teves $61,647,645 36 


NoTe.—Insurance merely ws7/fen is discarded from this Statement as wholly 


misleading, and only insurance actually issued and paid for in cash is included. 


Paid to Policyholders since organization..... $411,567,625 79 


ROBERT A. GRANNIS, Vice-PRESIDENT. 


WALTER R. GILLETTE Gen'l Mgr. | FREDERIC CROMWELL. 
ISAAC F. LLOYD 


: ; | Treasurer 
2d Vice-President | EMORY McCLINTOCK 


Actuary 
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